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Dear Friends,


As I have been going through our 


Book of Order (our church 


con-


stitution) this year, reading about 


the various responsibilities of 


church members, I am always 


struck by the power in each one - 


a power that changes us and that 


changes the world.


   This month, I think it is most 


appropriate, as we remember 


9/11, celebrate Mission Sunday, 


start up the program year, and 


face the challenges that lie before 


us, that we find these words: "A 


Faithful member shows it by 


re-


sponding to God's activity in the 


world through service to others."


   I like what it says, first of all, 


because it reminds us that God IS 


active in this world. I know that, 


some days, it may not seem like 


it. Some days, He seems far 


away. Some days, with 


earth-


quakes and hurricanes, not to 


mention famines and floods and 


man's inhumanity to man, we 


wonder why He isn't doing what 


we think He should be doing.


   But He is doing - doing what 


needs to be done, even though it 


doesn't make sense to us.


   The second thing I like in this 


brief comment is that, while He 


is acting, He invites us to join 


with Him. We get to be His 


part-


ners (albeit junior partners) in 


His activity. There are days when 


I cry out: 'Why doesn't somebody 


DO something?" And God 


sim-


ply taps me on the shoulder and 


says: "You're somebody."


   He does ask us and need us to 


help Him. Yes, He could do it all 


on His own. But He, instead, 


gives us the sheer joy of joining 


Him in making a difference. And 


that joy is a whole lot better than 


just sitting around wondering 


why no one is doing anything. 


After all, who really wants to be 


a spiritual couch potato?


   The third thing I like - and this 


is the best thing - is that it all 


happens when we serve others.


   Now when we talk about 


serv-


ing others, it isn't really as big a 


responsibility as we might think. 


We're just talking about making a 


difference in one other life each 


day. A phone call or a visit or 


even a card. A laugh shared or a 


tear shed together. A smile given. 


   You see, to join God in His 


ac-


tivity in this world, it isn't about 


building massive bridges - just 


bridges between people; it isn't 


about tearing down giant walls - 


just walls between people; it isn't 


about reaching to the skies - just 


reaching one soul.


   And there are so many ways to 


do that - a different one for each 


one of us.


   That's my challenge to you all 


this year - find some way to be 


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


 Find some way to be the 


somebody who does 


something


the somebody who does something, 


joining God in His activity in the 


world.


John


U 


Keep in your prayers those from 


our church who continue their 


rehabilitation from 


hospitaliza-


tions: Mike Culbert, Ed Elder, 


George Stammerjohann, and 


Walt Young. Keep Dick 


Daugh-


erty in your prayers as he faces a 


surgical procedure on his back 


after a bad fall. 


U 


We express our sympathy to 


Ann Orr and her family after the 


recent death of Scott. Scott, who 


was a faithful Sunday School 


teacher, will be missed by all of 


us for his dedication and 


courage.


U 


 We also express our sympathy 


to Brett McMichael on the 


re-


cent death of his grandmother.


U 


And congratulations to Mike 


and Tracey (Rivell) Urion on 


the birth of Robert Weldon.


U 


As you pray, too, remember 


Eric Quinnette, who is serving 


in Afghanistan.
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A new ministry is coming our way, and the kickoff day will be Sunday, September 11th!  


The Military Pocket Prayers Ministry will stand alongside our current Prayer Quilt Ministry, as a separate 


en-


tity, but still a part of the International Prayers & Squares Quilt Ministry, of which we are New Jersey 


Chap-


ter 114.  Look at www.prayerquilt.org to see more information on this spiritual ministry.


Military Pocket Prayers are 8 X 8 inch miniature quilts, sewn with patriotic material and having 8 ties on 


which to say prayers. These easily can fold into a pocket or backpack and will be sent to servicemen and 


women currently serving our country. Each Sunday a pocket prayer will be displayed in church. 


Come and join us upstairs in Fellowship Hall after our church service on September 11 to dedicate our new 


ministry and tie prayers in our first 8 squares that we will be sending to our current military men and women 


who are presently on our prayer request list:  Eric Quinnette, Christopher Absil, Kalin Brehler, Michael 


Fos-


ter, Roger Bogert, Larry Smashey, Kelly Goll, and Ryan Goll.  


Please see Denise Pitchford or Pat Pol if you are interested in donating money to fund this new ministry or to 


request a pocket prayer for a friend or loved one that is currently serving our great country.  


 


September - strange facts and history 


September is National Chicken Month.


It is also Cholesterol Awareness Month in America.


The very first comic strip was printed in an American newspaper on September 11th, 1875


The poem “Mary had a Little Lamb” was published September 1st, 1830.


World War II began September 1939, when Hitler invaded Poland.


September 5th, is National Cheese Pizza Day.


The 1st Continental Congress was called to order on September 5, 1874.


September 9th is National Teddy Bear Day.


September 16th is National Play-Doh Day.


September 19th is “Talk Like A pirate Day” around the world…an International event.


The first airport opened on September 29.


Band-Aids were invented in September


September 24th, 1789 — the US Supreme Court was established.


On September 18, 1851 the infamous New York Times newspaper published it first edition.


September 12th is National Chocolate Milkshake Day


The 4th week of September is National Dog Week


 Mission News for September Newsletter - 2011


We hope all of you have had a very good summer.  As I (Kay) am writing this Hurricane Irene is heading up 


the coast towards NJ.  This week was also the week we experienced the earthquake.  Never a dull moment!


On Monday, September the 12th five of our members will be going up to Cathedral Kitchen to help serve the 


evening meal.  Five of our members went on Monday, June 13th and really enjoyed the experience.  It was so 


well orchestrated they were finished serving in less than two hours.  (They feed about five hundred people each 


night!)  


Mission Sunday is going to be on September 18th.  We will have four speakers - all of them affiliated with 


Camden, NJ.  Karen Talarico from Cathedral Kitchen will be speaking to us about that wonderful kitchen and 


all that they do to help others - and it is definitely not just about food.  Bonnie White from YOUR FOOD 


SHELF will be another speaker.  Josh Meyers from Project Hope will be a third speaker.  He is affiliated with 


Project Hope - which is about rebuilding Camden.  Sister Helen from Lady of Lourdes will also be speaking to 


us about her work at Lady of Lourdes and her outreach work. 


As always Brenda and Bill's ministry can use bottled water for their work in Camden.  This is an ongoing 


request.   
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  Our worship services will return 


to 11:00 AM on Sunday, 


Septem-


ber 11th. Be early if you wish, 


but don't be late!


    Rally Day for Sunday School 


will be on Sunday, September 


18th. Regular Sunday School 


classes will begin at 9:30am on 


Sunday, September 25th. 


     Adult Sunday School Class: 


What Presbyterians Believe - that 


will be the theme of our class this 


year. We can all say we are 


Pres-


byterians, and we recite the 


Apostles' Creed by heart (I 


hope!), but what is it that we 


ac-


tually say is important? Come out 


to the Annex each Sunday at 9:30 


am, starting September 25th, and 


you'll find out!


 


 


 


Day of Remembrance


 


   Our local Ministerium will be 


recognizing the tenth anniversary 


of the terrorist attacks on the 


United States with a Service of 


Remembrance. It will take place 


at 7pm on September 11th at 


Memorial Presbyterian Church in 


Wenonah. Hymns, Scripture, 


prayers, and times of silence will 


give us all an opportunity to 


re-


member, reflect, and recommit 


ourselves to what God would 


have us do to bring peace to the 


world.


   Please join our brothers and 


sisters in Christ as we remember 


this solemn occasion.


Connie Harley


9/01


Gary Kuehnapfel Jr


9/03


Dorothy Simcox


9/04


Matthew Geserick


9/05


Carol Benkert


9/08


Gary Kuehnapfel Sr


9/08


Joe Benkert


9/11


Jean Shivers


9/14


Helen Geserick


9/17


Phil Becker


9/18


Sadie Heydler


9/18


Brad Gilmore


9/23


Ed Johnson


9/27


Jennifer Lloyd


9/27


Rachel Eachus


9/28


Carter Bagnell


          10/01


Helen Draper


         10/03


Lauryn Elliott


         10/03


Esther Culbert


         10/05


Anniversaries


Walt & Kay Pierson


9/10


Beth & Clay Cary


9/11


Gary & Diane Kuehnapfel


9/14


Bill & Maureen Lex


9/18


Jim & Shirley Golding


9/19


Nick & Cassandra DeFenizio  9/25


Burr & Winnie Higgins


10/1


Steve & Michele Elliott


10/5


Primetimers 


The Primetimers have found a 


way to beat the heat! Eighteen 


(18) of us recently enjoyed lunch 


at Friendly’s followed by free 


Happy Ending Sundaes. We look 


forward to our annual picnic at 


Red Bank Battlefield Park on 


Monday, September 12th. Janet 


Koehler and her helpers will fire 


up the grill at noon (burgers and 


dogs). All are welcome, with or 


without a covered dish. 


In case of rain, the picnic will 


retreat to the church lounge. 


Our October 10th meeting will be 


held at an area restaurant. 


Information will be forth coming.  


November 14th meeting will be in 


the church lounge. 


December’s meeting is our annual 


Christmas Party. Janet and her 


committee are working on a 


location. More information will 


follow. 


Holy Humor


     The minister was preoccupied 


with thoughts of how he was 


going to ask the congregation to 


come up with more money than 


they were expecting for repairs to 


the church building. Therefore, he 


was annoyed to find that the


regular organist was sick and a 


substitute had been brought in at 


the last minute. The substitute 


wanted to know what to play.


"Here's a copy of the service," he 


said impatiently. "But, you'll have 


to think of something to play after 


I make the announcement about 


the finances."


     During the service, the 


minister paused and said, 


"Brothers and Sisters, we are in 


great difficulty; the roof repairs 


cost twice as much as we 


expected and we need $4,000 


more. Any of you who can pledge 


$100 or more, please stand up."


     At that moment, the substitute 


organist played "The Star 


Spangled Banner." And that is 


how the substitute became the 


regular organist!
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September 2011


by  Quint Lerch


Remembrance Sunday - September 11th


     It is hard to believe that it has been 10 years since the devastating attacks on our county that took place on 


Tuesday, September 11, 2001.  We all know without question where we were and what we were doing that day 


as we witnessed a series of events that would not only change our lives but changed the world.  Unfortunately 


images of that day are burned into our minds and I can't imagine how I would have reacted if I had been at any 


of the three sites that were struck.  In the summer of 2009, Judy and I visited Ground Zero and watched as the 


very beginnings of new construction, new life, started to grow out of a very big hole in the ground.  We also 


spent an hour in hushed silence walking amid the wall displays and memorabilia of the days following the 


attack at St. Paul's Trinity Episcopal Church - Wall Street.  How amazing that this church, located right across 


the street from the World Trade Center, sustained virtually no damage and yet provided such sanctuary for 


peoples of all races, creeds, religions, and walks of life.  For nine months after the attack, the church hosted 


medical personnel, firefighters, construction workers, police officers and others, providing them meals, beds, 


counseling and prayer.  Exactly what the church is empowered to do in the name of Jesus Christ.  Being a 


witness for peace and reconciliation in the world for all peoples.  


     I have been thinking all summer about what appropriate piece of music I would choose for the choir to sing 


on such an important Sunday.  In reviewing new music back in July, the first anthem I played from a sample 


pack of music was a new arrangement of "Make Me a Channel of Your Peace".   The Holy Spirit works in 


wonderful ways.  I almost didn't have to play it to realize that was the precise piece of music we needed to 


present on the 10th anniversary of 9-11.  You will find the words below to this ancient hymn written by St. 


Francis of Assisi in the 12th century.  As a servant of Christ so long ago, his sentiments ring as true today as 


they did more than 800 years ago.  


Make me a channel of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let me bring your love,


Where there is injury, your pardon Lord, and where there's doubt, true faith in You.


Make me a channel of your peace.  Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope,


Where there is darkness, only light, and where there's sadness, ever joy.


O Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled, as to console;


 to be understood, as to understand, to be loved, as to love, with all my soul. 


Make me a channel of your peace.  It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 


In giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we're born to eternal life.  Amen.


Calling All Singers!


     If you love to sing, have we got a deal for you!  First Presbyterian of Woodbury Heights has one of the best 


choirs around and if you have a love of singing, we want your voice.  If you are an adult, our Sanctuary Choir 


can use your voice and your joyful spirit of music making.  We sing most Sundays at the 11AM worship 


service with a warm-up rehearsal at 10:30AM and regular weekly rehearsals on Thursdays at 7:45PM 


beginning on September 8th.  If you want more information, please call Quint Lerch at 235-8780.  


     If you are a young person from grades 4 and up, the Youth Choir is for you.  We rehearse on Sunday 


mornings at 9:30AM and we will have our first organizational meeting and rehearsal on Sunday, September 


25th.  Carol String and Quint Lerch will lead this group and you will have opportunities to both sing and ring 


bells. 


Summer Music Participants


Many thanks to all those people who shared their musical talents in worship this summer.  Your willingness to 


sing or play an instrument enriched our worship experience beyond measure and we appreciate your 


preparation, participation and your gift of music.  Thanks too for the help of our guest organists/pianists, Carol 


McDaniel, Ammie Davis and Linda Kershaw who accompanied me for singing in July, and prepared music but 


did not play because of Irene on August 28th.  


Important Upcoming Music Program Dates


Thursday, September 8 at 7:45PM - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal


Sunday, September 11th at 11AM - Sanctuary Choir Sings for Remembrance Sunday


Sunday, September 25th at 9:30AM - Youth Choir has first rehearsal in Sanctuary


Save the Date! - World Communion Sunday Oct. 2nd with Mt. Zion members 


and visiting Urban Promise Choir here at 11AM.
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choirs around and if you have a love of singing, we want your voice.  If you are an adult, our Sanctuary Choir 

can use your voice and your joyful spirit of music making.  We sing most Sundays at the 11AM worship 

service with a warm-up rehearsal at 10:30AM and regular weekly rehearsals on Thursdays at 7:45PM 

beginning on September 8th.  If you want more information, please call Quint Lerch at 235-8780.  

     If you are a young person from grades 4 and up, the Youth Choir is for you.  We rehearse on Sunday 

mornings at 9:30AM and we will have our first organizational meeting and rehearsal on Sunday, September 

25th.  Carol String and Quint Lerch will lead this group and you will have opportunities to both sing and ring 

bells. 

Summer Music Participants

Many thanks to all those people who shared their musical talents in worship this summer.  Your willingness to 

sing or play an instrument enriched our worship experience beyond measure and we appreciate your 

preparation, participation and your gift of music.  Thanks too for the help of our guest organists/pianists, Carol 

McDaniel, Ammie Davis and Linda Kershaw who accompanied me for singing in July, and prepared music but 

did not play because of Irene on August 28th.  

Important Upcoming Music Program Dates

Thursday, September 8 at 7:45PM - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, September 11th at 11AM - Sanctuary Choir Sings for Remembrance Sunday

Sunday, September 25th at 9:30AM - Youth Choir has first rehearsal in Sanctuary

Save the Date! - World Communion Sunday Oct. 2nd with Mt. Zion members 

and visiting Urban Promise Choir here at 11AM.
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Women's Association is off and running with a full slate in September and October. Our two circles 


will meet on the following dates: 


Esther Circle - Sept. 6, 2011 at 7 p.m. It will be held at the home of Fran Lambert, 380 Heritage Dr. 


in Sewell


Sarah Circle - Sept 19, 2011 at noon in the church annex, Janet Koehler will hostess.  


All women are cordially invited to attend either circle meeting. If you are not currently involved with a 


circle and would like to be, please speak with Aimee Davis for information about Esther Circle or 


with Janet Koehler for information about the Sarah Circle. Please join us for Bible Study, and 


Christian fellowship with one another. 


FATHER-SON BREAKFAST


On October 8, 2011, the annual Father-Son Breakfast will be hosted by the


Women's Association in Fellowship Hall. This event is open to ALL men and


boys of the congregation and we hope that you will be able to join us for


this occasion.    Please look for further information about the breakfast


in the coming weeks. 


                                        


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


Please fill in this coupon if you plan to attend the breakfast and place it


in offering plate.


____________________________________________  will be coming to the


Father - Son Breakfast.


Number of people __________


                                         


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


     


                                                   


 


NEW CRAFT GROUP


 


Our craft group met 3 times during the summer months in the church annex. Our first meeting 


in June was an organizational meeting with 8 people in attendance. We decided to hold monthly 


meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Annex. 


The group brought forth a variety of ideas for craft projects for our monthly meetings and it 


was decided that we would work on two projects at each meeting. We have been working on two 


projects over the summer months, both to be presented on Mission Sunday. One project we will 


keep secret at the moment, and our other project, "Little Dresses for Africa" has taken on a life of its


own. When Pat Wilkins presented this project of making little dresses out of pillowcases we knew 


that this was something we all wanted to be involved with.  And thanks to the congregations' 


generous donations of pillowcases and sewing supplies, will be have close to 75 dresses by  


Mission Sunday.   We will still except donations of pillowcases (new) or cotton fabric to continue 


making "little dresses".  (Just 22 inches will be a size 3 dress, 40 inches a size 10 dress) 


Ladies, if you would like to join us for fun and fellowship, please do so in the annex on Sept. 


12th at 10 a.m. And by all means, bring your ideas.  We will try any type of craft!!


(For further information on "Little Dresses for Africia" please go to their website, 


"littledressesforafrica")
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  NEW CRAFT GROUP

  Our craft group met 3 times during the summer months in the church annex. Our first meeting 

in June was an organizational meeting with 8 people in attendance. We decided to hold monthly 

meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Annex. 

The group brought forth a variety of ideas for craft projects for our monthly meetings and it 

was decided that we would work on two projects at each meeting. We have been working on two 

projects over the summer months, both to be presented on Mission Sunday. One project we will 

keep secret at the moment, and our other project, "Little Dresses for Africa" has taken on a life of its

own. When Pat Wilkins presented this project of making little dresses out of pillowcases we knew 

that this was something we all wanted to be involved with.  And thanks to the congregations' 

generous donations of pillowcases and sewing supplies, will be have close to 75 dresses by  

Mission Sunday.   We will still except donations of pillowcases (new) or cotton fabric to continue 

making "little dresses".  (Just 22 inches will be a size 3 dress, 40 inches a size 10 dress) 

Ladies, if you would like to join us for fun and fellowship, please do so in the annex on Sept. 

12th at 10 a.m. And by all means, bring your ideas.  We will try any type of craft!!

(For further information on "Little Dresses for Africia" please go to their website, 

"littledressesforafrica")

[image: image6.emf]Esther Circle


Welcome back, ladies!  All are invited to our first meeting for the 2011-2012 program year:


Tuesday, September 6, 7:00 p.m.


At the home of Fran Lambert


380 Heritage Drive


Sewell, NJ 08080


Please call her at 535-2101 if you are unable to attend.


The following is a preview of what we will be discussing on September 6.  Please note that we are in need of 


volunteers to help out with each month's presentation.  If you are interested in helping out, please contact 


Elisha Elliott at 693-3628.


Imagine yourself in the checkout line at the grocery store. You overhear a conversation between two women 


behind you: One woman asks the other, "What prompted you to shave off all of your hair?" The response you 


hear is, "God told me to." Might you wheel around and look at the woman with the shaved head to see if she 


looks as strange as her answer sounds? For a moment, you might give her the benefit of the doubt and think 


maybe she feels God encouraged her to shave her head because she is starting chemo treatment. Or, with an 


odd twist of bizarre logic, you might conclude that perhaps she tends to sweat during hot weather and thinks 


God empathizes and made a suggestion. Perhaps those rationales don't satisfy you so you look again to see if 


there is a hint of "crazy" in her eyes. The truth is when people say "God told me" or "I heard the voice of God," 


we often assume that person is unbalanced and find ways to avoid them. 


You know, the Old Testament is filled with unsettling behavior from people who claimed to have heard the 


voice of God. Noah was told to build a boat in the desert to avoid a future and unprecedented flood. Moses 


heard from a burning bush that he was to deliver the Israelites from the tyranny of slavery in Egypt. Mary, the 


mother of Jesus, was told she carried the prophesied Messiah in her womb. Angels told shepherds to hurry off 


to Bethlehem, where they would find the newborn Messiah lying in a manger, of all places. These audible 


instructions don't seem as outlandish to us now because we know the outcome. There was indeed a devastating 


flood; Moses did lead the Israelites to God's promised land; Jesus, the Messiah, was born to Mary; and the 


shepherds discovered Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem.


But for us 21st-century women, who don't receive instruction from burning bushes or bright stars, how does 


God communicate to us? How do we know what He wants us to do? When we want to do the right thing, make 


godly decisions, and He's not talking out loud, how do we avoid mistakes? Can we miss His voice and mess up 


His plan? Those anxieties cause our heads to sweat.


Though we no longer have the advantage of hearing an audible voice from God, this new Bible study will teach 


us the many ways God communicates with us through His Holy and inspired Words. This study also discusses 


the kinds of voices God uses for us today. 
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