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Dear Friends,


   For the last several months, I 


have been writing about the 


meaning of church membership. 


Being a church member is a lot 


different from joining a civic 


or-


ganization or a country club. It is 


a commitment in all areas of life, 


and not just one or two.


   Our Book of Order lists several 


expectations (not obligations!) of 


church members. You might 


think, or hope, that just one 


would be enough, but, alas, one 


is never enough. Jesus asks, 


wants, expects all of our lives, 


not just bits and pieces.


   Which is why this next item in 


the list of membership 


expecta-


tions is such a mouthful. The 


Book of Order states that a 


faith-


ful member lives responsibly in 


the personal, family, vocational, 


political, cultural, and social 


rela-


tionships of life


   I know a lot of people who 


compartmentalize their lives. 


They act one way socially, 


an-


other at the job, still another in 


their families, and yet another in 


church. That's got to be simply 


exhausting - trying to remember 


who you are and what you are 


and what is important in each 


area of life, without integrating 


any of it.


     Being a church member is 


about being the same person in 


all areas of life - reflecting faith 


and trust and love in how you 


vote and the work you do and 


your time with family and the 


recreational activities you pursue 


and every other part of your life. 


As well as in church activities.


   Compartmentalizing just 


doesn't work. I know: I've tried. 


Too often.


   


    If our faith doesn't touch every 


moment, every relationship, we'll 


be disconnected, with bits and 


pieces of our lives scattered all 


over the landscape.


   And who wants that?


   This fall, as young people 


would say, let's accept the 


chal-


lenge to be 'real' in every 


com-


partment of our lives!


In Christ, John


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


Let's accept the challenge to 


be 'real' in every 


compartment of our lives


U 


Regretfully an ommission 


occurred in the last newsletter:  


Thank you to Susan Shunk and 


the Bon Voyage Travel Agency 


for her sponsorship and support 


of the John Draper Memorial  


Golf outing.


U 


Keep in your prayers Ed Elder 


and Millie Shaw, in Underwood; 


Burr Higgins, at JFK, 


Washington Township;  Mike 


Culbert at Brightview; George 


Stammerjohann at Leisure Park, 


Lakewood; and Walt Young, at 


Manor Care, Washington 


Township.


U 


A big thanks to Elisha Elliott and 


Jeannie Mangano, who have 


taken on the responsibility of 


Sunday School Superintendents! 


Rally Day went great. Ask any 


Sunday School student about 


their scavenger hunt!


U 


  Another big thanks to Steve 


Elliott who is now our Current 


Expense Treasurer.


U 


Ask Bette and Rod Warner about 


their son-in-law, Alan Koehler 


(Leslie's husband). He works for 


the FBI, and recently received a 


special award from the FBI 


Director - Bette and Rod went to 


a special ceremony in 


Washington. He just recently was 


told that he is receiving a similar 


award from the Attorney 


General's office for his work! 


Way to go, Alan!


U 


Another thanks to Denise 


Pitchford, Carol McDaniel, and 


Janet Koehler for all the work 


they did for our military wall. 


What a great celebration on 


September 11th. If you haven't 


seen it yet, come up to 


Fellowship Hall. And talk to 


them about our military pocket 


prayers squares - what a great 


addition to our overall ministry!


You’re Invited!!!!


All church members are cordially 


invited to attend the wedding of 


our daughter, Kristen to 


Brad Lynch on November 


4th at 4:00 pm  - Joyce & 


Mike Woodrow
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PRAYERS 


MINISTRY


Thank you for all your support 


on September 11th in kicking 


off our new ministry!   It was 


quite moving as our church 


members received the new 


ministry by tying knots and 


saying prayers on 8 squares for 


our military men and women 


who are presently on our prayer 


request list.  


The Military Pocket Prayers are 


8 X 8 inch miniature quilts, 


sewn with a patriotic material 


and having 8 ties on which to 


say prayers.  These easily can 


fold into a pocket or backpack 


and will be sent to servicemen 


and women currently serving 


our country.  


Each Sunday a new pocket 


prayer will be displayed in the 


narthex on the table alongside 


our Prayer Quilt Ministry.  


Please stop by and tie a knot and 


say a prayer.  Forms for 


requesting a pocket prayer will 


also be available on the table 


each week, along with any 


addresses of current members 


who are serving, to whom you 


can send cards and letters. 


Pocket Prayers were given to the 


following:


September 11th: 


  Eric 


Quinnette, Christopher Absil, 


Kalin Brehler, Michael Foster, 


Roger Bogert, Larry Smashey, 


Kelly Goll and Ryan Goll. 


September 18th:


  Captain Wally 


Blair, U.S. Marine Corps


September 25th: 


 New Recruit 


Paul Garrett Belcher, U.S. Navy


Please see or call Denise 


Pitchford (856) 853-0211 or Pat 


Pol if you are interested in 


donating money to fund this 


new ministry or to request a 


pocket prayer for a friend or 


loved one who is currently 


serving our great country.  


Halloween Humor


Q: What do you get when you divide the circumference of a jack-o-


lantern by its diameter?


A: Pumpkin Pi.


Q: How do you make a witch stew?


A: Keep her waiting for hours.


Q: How do ghosts begin their letters?


A: "Tomb it may concern..."


Q: How do you mend a broken Jack-o-lantern?


A: With a pumpkin patch.


Q: What is a ghost's favorite ride?


A: A roller ghoster.


Q: Why are there fences around cemeteries?


A: Because people are dying to get in.


Q: Why was the mummy so tense?


A: He was all wound up.


Primetimers 


A beautiful, sunny September afternoon found 18 Primetimers 


picnicking along the river in Red Bank Battlefield Park. We enjoyed a 


delicious pot luck lunch followed by a time of fellowship.  Esther 


Culbert made a surprise visit with us. She was promptly handed the 


tongs and assisted Janet with the grill.  Our thanks goes to Dave Kohler 


for getting the fire started and for all who helped in any way to make our 


picnic a fun time. 


The next meeting of the Primetimers is planned for Monday, October 


10th 12 noon at River Winds for lunch. All are welcome to join us. 


Transportation is available upon request. Contact Janet Kohler at 856-


423-0370 or Bob Korn at 856-853-0122.  


The November meeting will be on Monday the 14th in the church 


lounge. December is the Christmas Party lunch. We are still working on 


the date, time and location. 
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Elisha Elliott


October's meeting will be held in the Annex on Tuesday, October 4 at 7:00 p.m.  Cherie Holleny and Dottie 


Shedwick are your hostesses.  We will discuss the upcoming Father-Son breakfast (October 8) and continue 


our enlightening Bible study on hearing the voice of God.  Here's your teaser:


"Every evening I turn my worries over to God.  He's going to be up all night anyway."  ~Mary Crowley, 


au-


thor and founder of Home Interiors and Gifts


The stars filed the sky like glitter spread across a black canvas.  The three men sat in awe as they rode their 


horses through the Colorado night.  As they followed the rugged trail along the base of the mountain, a voice 


in the distance commanded them to stop and dismount.  Startled by the mysterious command, they obeyed 


without hesitation.


"Walk to the riverbed and pick up some pebbles," the voice instructed.  "Place them in your backpacks, but 


do not look at them until morning."


The men struggled to stand on the slippery rocks that lined the raging river.  Finding footholds among the 


crevices, they each reached down, scooping up a handful of small stones.  Looking around, they saw no one.  


They heard no one.  They returned to their horses.  They were about to signal to the animals that it was time 


to move on when the mysterious voice returned, "This will be both the happiest and saddest day of your 


lives."  The men looked at one another in the faint moonlight.  What could this mean?  At the first shadows 


of sunrise, the men reached for their saddlebags.  To their delight, the pebbles they had gathered the night 


before turned to gold.  They laughed with joy.  They had found unexpected treasure.  


"But what do you think the voice meant that this would be the saddest day of our lives?"  One of the men 


asked.  "Is something bad going to happen?"


"It already has," one of the men explained.  "Yes, we have gold, but think how rich we would be if only we 


had picked up more."


This story illustrates that sometimes we can go through life, circumstances, and specific events and not 


rec-


ognize the incredible opportunity we've been given.  We may pass by or not lay hold of the fullest of the 


amazing possibilities that are before us.  This isn't only true in everyday life; it's also true in our relationship 


with God.


The Creator of the universe, the One who fashioned the world, desires a personal relationship with each of 


us.  He doesn't just want to be part of our lives; He wants to be the center of our lives-the foundation of 


ev-


erything we are.  He wants to fill us with His love, empower us with His strength, and infuse us with His 


hope.  God's voice invites us into an adventure that's wilder than we could have imagined, and in the process 


He gives us more than we could ever ask for or expect.


Sunday School News


Jeanne Mangano and Elisha Elliott


Rally Day was an enormous success as we kicked off the 2011-2012 Sunday School program year 


on September 18.  After we introduced all our beloved and dedicated teachers, everyone who came 


out took part in a fun Treasure Hunt where they learned what we have planned for this exciting new 


year.  It also helped bridge the gap between the generations-one of the important goals we have-


with many of our younger students working alongside some of our more seasoned church members.  


All classes began on September 25 in temporary quarters; this will remain in place until the Primary 


Room and Lounge are finished undergoing restoration.   This is an exciting year and we can't wait to 


share it with all of you!  Our hope is that even if your kids are grown that you will come out and take 


part in what will be a very rewarding experience for everyone.


Sunday School is for all ages, so drop off the kids and stay for the Adult Sunday School class with 


Rev. Shedwick!


Be sure to check out the calendar on the website for the entire Sunday School year!


Our super staff of teachers:


Sue Reim and Bill Lex-preschool


Jeanne Mangano and Desiree Fetty-k/1


Hailey Rebyak-2/3


Nicole Good-4/5


Brett McMichael-6/7


Helen Geserick and Brad Gilmore-high school


Rev. Shedwick--adult
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We had a long Mission Meeting this past Wednesday, September 


21st, and went over our benevolences.  When you receive the budget 


for the coming year you will see what we have changed.  We thought 


long and hard about the changes and feel they are very worthwhile.  


On September the 12th five of us went to Camden to Cathedral 


Kitchen to help with the serving of the evening meal.  They serve, on 


an average, about 500 people each evening.  It was a most rewarding 


experience!  Those who went were Kim Di Noia (a new member of 


our committee), Mike (his second time!) and Sue Golding, John 


Pedicone and myself (Kay Pierson).  The organization of this nightly 


ritual is superb.  We will be going to Cathedral Kitchen again on 


De-


cember 29th.  Kim has already volunteered to go again.  This will be 


her third time!  If you wish to go in December please contact me 


(Kay) at 848-7449 or call the church office.  


On Sunday, September 18th, we had our annual Mission Sunday.  


The speakers were excellent and we learned a lot about their 


organi-


zations.  Afterwards we had coffee hour, served by the Esther Circle, 


and we could then talk directly to the people and learn more about 


what they do.  Thank you members of the Esther Circle for a 


wonder-


ful meal.  As part of our Mission Sunday the Dresses for Africa were 


on display - some of them with "real live models".  Thank you ladies 


for the time and effort you spent on this wonderful project.


 


At the service  our speakers were:  Karen Talarico from Cathedral 


Kitchen, Patricia DeShields from Project H.O.P.E. and Bonnie White 


from Your Food Shelf.  All three of these agencies are in Camden, 


NJ and help the poor and disadvantaged in a variety of ways.  Maria 


Pinardo will be speaking to us in the near future about the role of her 


organization - called The Bridge.  It is located in Lady of Lourdes 


Hospital.  It is a nationally recognized Self Empowerment group to 


help young people between the ages of 13 and 20.


Brett has put together a three-page sheet showing our Areas of 


Giv-


ing to Missions - either in money we donate, material donated, or 


lo-


cation (use of our building).  Thank you for all of this work, Brett.  


This will be on our website in the near future.


Brenda and Bill are requesting warm clothing - of any type - for men.  


If you donate items please mark the bag with a tag!  Thanks to all of 


you who help in so many ways to make the work we do for others 


possible.  


  


Carter Bagnell


10/1


Lauryn Elliott


10/3


Helen Draper


10/3


Esther Culbert


10/5


Sandra Stammerjohann


10/6


Maureen McCabe


10/7
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10/7
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          10/11
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         10/12


Jessie Pizarro


         10/13


Kelly Sammacicci


          10/13


Bonnie Sweeney


          10/15
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          10/17


Mary Cruz


         10/18
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         10/18


Dottie Shedwick


         10/20


Joyce Elliott


         10/21
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Mary Kay Reynolds


         10/22
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          10/23
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         10/24
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          10/25
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         10/29
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            10/18
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            10/20
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Bob & Suzanne Peterson         10/24


Ron & Libby Fennimore            10/27


Bill & Melissa Packer


            11/06




Mission News - October 2011

We had a long Mission Meeting this past Wednesday, September 

21st, and went over our benevolences.  When you receive the budget 

for the coming year you will see what we have changed.  We thought 

long and hard about the changes and feel they are very worthwhile.  

On September the 12th five of us went to Camden to Cathedral 

Kitchen to help with the serving of the evening meal.  They serve, on 

an average, about 500 people each evening.  It was a most rewarding 

experience!  Those who went were Kim Di Noia (a new member of 

our committee), Mike (his second time!) and Sue Golding, John 

Pedicone and myself (Kay Pierson).  The organization of this nightly 

ritual is superb.  We will be going to Cathedral Kitchen again on  De-

cember 29th.  Kim has already volunteered to go again.  This will be 

her third time!  If you wish to go in December please contact me 

(Kay) at 848-7449 or call the church office.  

On Sunday, September 18th, we had our annual Mission Sunday.  

The speakers were excellent and we learned a lot about their  organi-

zations.  Afterwards we had coffee hour, served by the Esther Circle, 

and we could then talk directly to the people and learn more about 

what they do.  Thank you members of the Esther Circle for a  wonder-

ful meal.  As part of our Mission Sunday the Dresses for Africa were 

on display - some of them with "real live models".  Thank you ladies 

for the time and effort you spent on this wonderful project.

 

At the service  our speakers were:  Karen Talarico from Cathedral 

Kitchen, Patricia DeShields from Project H.O.P.E. and Bonnie White 

from Your Food Shelf.  All three of these agencies are in Camden, 

NJ and help the poor and disadvantaged in a variety of ways.  Maria 

Pinardo will be speaking to us in the near future about the role of her 

organization - called The Bridge.  It is located in Lady of Lourdes 

Hospital.  It is a nationally recognized Self Empowerment group to 

help young people between the ages of 13 and 20.

Brett has put together a three-page sheet showing our Areas of  Giv-

ing to Missions - either in money we donate, material donated, or  lo-

cation (use of our building).  Thank you for all of this work, Brett.  

This will be on our website in the near future.

Brenda and Bill are requesting warm clothing - of any type - for men.  

If you donate items please mark the bag with a tag!  Thanks to all of 

you who help in so many ways to make the work we do for others 

possible.  

  

Carter Bagnell 10/1

Lauryn Elliott 10/3

Helen Draper 10/3

Esther Culbert 10/5

Sandra Stammerjohann 10/6

Maureen McCabe 10/7

William Zane           10/7

Melissa Woodrow           10/11

Glenn Metzger          10/12

Jessie Pizarro          10/13

Kelly Sammacicci           10/13

Bonnie Sweeney           10/15

Jimmy Golding           10/17

Mary Cruz          10/18

Dan Rohrman          10/18

Dottie Shedwick          10/20

Joyce Elliott          10/21

Sherry Outten          10/21

Mary Kay Reynolds          10/22

Stacet Golding           10/23

Billy Packer          10/24

Jason Rohrman           10/25

Justin Lloyd          10/26

Gene Ritter           10/28

Lori DiCrescenzo          10/29

Brandon Hiles          11/01

Millie Shaw            11/01

Catherine Shannon           11/02

Mike McCabe            11/03

Denise Pitchford           11/03

Anniversaries

Burr & Winnie Higgins             10/01

Howard & Nicole Good             10/01

Steve & Michele Elliott 10/5

Joe & Karen Williamson 10/7

Jim & Sandy Norcross 10/8

Dave & Elisha Elliott 10/9

Nolan & Debbie Becker             10/18

Ed & Connie Harley             10/20

Arnie & Catherine Shannon       10/21

Bob & Suzanne Peterson         10/24

Ron & Libby Fennimore            10/27

Bill & Melissa Packer             11/06
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October 2011


by


Quint Lerch


World Communion Sunday


October 2nd is the day when all Christians around the world gather and celebrate the sacrament of Holy 


Communion.  It is interesting to note that World Communion Sunday was begun by the Presbyterian Church 


USA in 1936, and quickly spread to other Protestant denominations and was sanctioned by the National 


Council of Churches in 1940.  We are again going to be worshipping with our friends from Mt. Zion-Wesley 


United Methodist Church in our sanctuary on that day.  The Urban Promise Choir was originally scheduled to 


attend and provide the choral music, but they have cancelled.  So, the Sanctuary and Mt. Zion choirs will 


present an anthem as usual. Please join us for worship with our friends from Mt. Zion in a service that is 


always everyone's favorite.  Join us too for fellowship time and lunch in our Fellowship Hall immediately 


following worship.  Don't forget to bring your ample food contribution to the luncheon.  


Annual Joint Choir Spaghetti Dinner


The First Family Fellowship Event of the Season


I hope you can work up your appetite for great home-cooked spaghetti and meatballs because it's time for the 


annual Sanctuary and Bell Choir Spaghetti Dinner.  This year's dinner is the kickoff of our Family Fellowship 


events and is on a new day, Sunday, October 23, 2011 from 5PM to 6:15PM in Fellowship Hall.  Brad Gilmore 


and his crew will again be donning their chef hats and dishing up some mighty good Italian fare.  There will be 


plenty of spaghetti, meatballs, grated cheese, fresh garden salad, dressing, rolls and butter, and a plethora of 


desserts. So mark you calendars now for Sunday, October 23, 2011 at 5PM.  Tickets will be sold after worship 


on Sundays, or at the door, or you can call Diane Kuehnapfel at 845-0616.  Ticket prices are $12 for adults and 


$8 for children 12 and under.  As in past years, take-outs are also available.  Lower level seating for those 


unable to climb the stairs to Fellowship Hall will be available if the Lounge reconstruction is complete.  Mark 


your calendars now and purchase your tickets before they're gone!  Proceeds of the dinner support various 


music projects including music purchases.  


 


Important Upcoming Music Program Dates


Sunday, October 2, 2011 at 11AM - World Communion Sunday


Combined Sanctuary and Mt. Zion Choir presentation


Christmas Pageant Organizational Meeting - Saturday, October 8 at 10AM in Lounge


Youth Choir presents first bell anthem of season - October 16, 2011


Annual Joint Choir Spaghetti Dinner for all - Sunday, October 23, 2011 from 5PM-6:15PM
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Elisha Elliott


I have some fun stuff planned for the next couple of months.  It helps to have fun stuff planned-why would 


anyone want to go to a youth group meeting and know that there might be un-fun stuff planned?  Anyhow, we're 


back in a groove and ready to make it a great year for all yg members, especially for my three seniors-Carter 


Bagnell, Holly Golding, and Jamie Cary.  Yikes.  They're SENIORS!!!!  It's funny how the kids keep getting 


older, but I don't.  


We walked over the Ben Franklin Bridge on September 25.  Why?  Because we all need our hearts to race a 


little bit.  Then we toured Old St. George's church and strolled around the city.  Fun stuff, right?  


This is kinda "eh" stuff-we're having a yard sale on October 15 to make up for the one we couldn't finish back in 


April (it rained).  Also, we're having another clothing fund raiser.  Please refer to the insert in the bulletin for the 


guidelines as to what is accepted and how to deliver it to the Bride's Room.  I cannot emphasize enough that all 


clothing, linens, and such must be in well-tied plastic bags.  You have no idea how hard it is to move 3,000+ 


pounds of "stuff" when some of it is not in well-tied plastic bags.  Not fun stuff.  


This is "awesome" stuff--Because of the wondrous generosity of Lois Cooper, we have a fantastic supply of 


Beanie Babies.  We'll be sorting through them and delivering the appropriate seasonal Babies to area hospitals 


and nursing homes, thereby spreading our good cheer and good vibes to those who really need them.  It's kind of 


like the Bunny Run, but now it's not just once a year.  We hope to start the trend of Beanie Runs and do them 3 


or 4 times a year.  


Not to be confused with Wharton School of Business' Wonderful Wednesdays seminar (yes, they have one, too), 


I have started our own Wonderful Wednesdays program.  Each Wednesday afternoon, as soon as your student 


can get to the Annex, I will have games, activities, and community-service projects ready.  Also, if you would 


like, I can help with homework and tutor your student in reading and writing.  AND, your student can stay with 


me until 6!  Amazing stuff.   I feel there is a need for a constructive after-school program that broadens students' 


horizons and makes them take on a greater role, not just in the church, but in the world around them.  If this 


program takes off, I'd like to see it grow and become an every day after-school program.  


If you have any questions about any of the stuff I mentioned here, or would like to see the youth group do other 


stuff, let me know.  
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