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June 2011


As of this writing we have forty plus walkers (runners) for our 


Crop Walk this coming Sunday.  This is more than double the amount 


we had last year!!!  Sue Golding and Cherie Holleny, our two co-


chairpersons, do an excellent job!!!  We thank you for the time and 


energy you give to this worthwhile project!  We will be having our 


usual rest stop for the walkers at our church again.  Pictures will be 


taken for our church's website.


     Brett announced that the Godmother's Shop on Broad Street in 


Woodbury is now under the care of Sally - who headed up the 


Lighthouse for so many years.  She can use volunteers, donations and 


buyers.  Please keep that in mind!


     Five members of our church will be going to Cathedral Kitchen in 


Camden on June 13th to help serve the evening meal.  This will be our 


first time helping out with this very worthwhile project.  We will be 


going again September 12th and December 29th.  We hope some of you 


will join us for one of these dates - it will leave a very warming and 


positive impression on you!  Please contact Kay Pierson if you wish to 


go - 848-7449.


     We started a special support group in our annex on Sunday, May 


15th.  It is for people who have mental illness, have loved ones with 


mental illness or have loved ones with addictions.  There were thirteen 


who attended.  Theresa Barrett from Starting Point did a fine job 


leading the forum.  She was endeavoring to find out just what type of 


help these people need - and she did an excellent job of guiding us.  


This group will be meeting again on Sunday June 5th at 7:00 p.m. in the 


annex.  Theresa will again lead the discussion.  The group's names and 


problems are kept completely confidential - as it should be.  If you 


know of anyone who could use this help, please suggest this meeting to 


them.  They do not have to be members of our church.


     We are again collecting bottles of water for Brenda and Bill's 


Ministry - and they can also use underwear for men and men's white 


socks - both ankle length and crew socks.  Please put them in the 


Bride's Room marked with a label or tag.  We thank you again for all 


that you do~!!    


Primetimers


 


When May found Sweet LuLu’s 


unavailable  for our luncheon 


meeting, we went to plan “B”. 


Nineteen of us enjoyed the 


delicious food and spectacular view 


provided to us at River Winds. 


Believe it or not, our June activity 


does not include food. We expect to 


spend an evening at the Broadway 


Theater of Pitman for “Vaudeville 


at the Broadway.” All are welcome. 


Tickets must be purchased in 


advance from Janet Koehler. 


Mark on your calendar Monday 


July 11th for a tour of the Renault 


Winery followed by lunch at 


Joseph’s. 


Plan to join us!


Sarah Circle April Meeting and May Meeting


Eleven ladies attended the April meeting of the Sarah Circle, which was hosted this month by Pat Wilkins and 


Carolyn Ronketty.  They spoiled us outrageously with all sorts of sweet treats and a table that added an extra 


touch of cheer.  We thank them.  


We were all very happy to see the cellular shades hung at the windows.  They look lovely.  Thank you, Rod, 


for doing our windows! They provide insulation, which should make the Annex meeting room cooler in the 


warm weather and warmer in the winter.


We discussed the barbecue and agreed it was a big success again this year.  Following our business meeting, 


Pat gave us a devotion about “Mud.”  It led us to understand that if we look for beauty and positive things, we 


can always find them where we least expect them.  


May was hosted by Lois Cooper and Janet Koehler.  Our table was decorated for Memorial Day in red, white 


and blue with patriotic Beanie Babies perched among the geraniums and other items on the table.  Thank you, 


Lois.  A chocolate cherry torte was enjoyed by all.  Following our meeting, Janet led a devotion based on Mark 


1:17. “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”  She opened the discussion about evangelism with the 


sentence:  “Come to my church.  You will see that this church...”  Several finished the sentence with ..”is 


always friendly.”  Someone else remarked that  “This church always eats well.”  We realize that with Every 


Member Visitation coming up, we all have the opportunity to express our love for our church and offer 


suggestions for an even greater Christian experience.  
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Youth News


Elisha Elliott


We're near the end of May as I write 


this.  It feels like it was just 


September, when the program year 


began.  With the Sunday School 


closing program came Youth Sunday.  


This day is always so bittersweet for 


me.  I get to honor the students who 


are graduating from youth group, but 


I really do hate to see them go.  


This time around, 5 of "my" 


kids left the nest: Kelci Flynn, 


Erik Mangano, Breanna 


Reeder, Amy Reynolds, and 


Reid Wilson. (Refer to a 


separate article with each 


students' mini-biography).  


Kelci was the recipient of the 


Youth Group Scholarship.  I 


am so grateful to everyone 


who prayerfully contributed 


financially to this scholarship.  


Our most recent contributors 


were Mr. Ed Elder, in memory 


of Cass Elder; Lois Cooper; 


Carolyn Tice; and Jeanne Tice.  


A newly revised list of 


contributors is in Fellowship 


Hall.  


Amy Reynolds and Erik 


Mangano sang the beautifully 


sweet song, "Legacy" by 


Nichole Nordeman.  Maddie 


Elliott danced to the lovely 


offertory selection, 


"Hallelujah."  All of the 


graduating students 


contributed their heartfelt 


words of how they will leave a 


legacy during the sermon.  


Their words can also be found 


in a separate article in this 


newsletter.  Please join me in 


congratulating each of my 


students for a job well done.


Old Business: The youth group 


held its yard sale on April 16, 


earning about $350.  But 


because of the serious threat of 


rain, we still have lots of items 


leftover in the garage.  We are 


still taking donations for an 


upcoming fall yard sale.  The 


date for this still needs to be 


determined.  We will hold our 


annual clothing fundraiser 


drive on the same day as the 


yard sale.  


Thank you for your continued 


support of our youth group.  


We will see you in September!
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June 2011


Music Festival Sunday - June 12th


As you can see by the attached poster, our music department will end its season on a high note 


indeed.  We are presenting a Music Festival Worship Service on June 12th at 11AM.  We will 


feature our Bell Choirs, our Sanctuary Choir and some brass instrumentalists to accompany some 


wonderfully uplifting music.  This Sunday also happens to be Pentecost so in the spirit of the Holy 


Spirit, please join us in your reddest finery to celebrate the day.  After June 12th, we begin our 


Summer Worship schedule starting at 10AM on June 19th and lasting through September 4th.  


Summer Music


Calling all talented musicians for special music during the summer months.  If you sing, ring, or play 


an instrument of any type, we need your help in presenting special music for services during the 


summer months.  In the past we have had soloists, small vocal ensembles, duets, quartets and any 


other types of "ets" you can think of.  We've had flutists, bell players, trumpeters, clarinet players, 


pianists, saxophonists - you name it, we've had it and have immensely enjoyed all the music 


presented.  So, dig out your music, start vocalizing, make some new reeds, exercise that 


embouchure or that bell ringing wrist and call Quint Lerch at 235-8780 to schedule your time to 


present your gift of music to the congregation and to God's glory.  


Try Worshipping While on Vacation


As you travel around the area and the country on summer vacations, don't forget to include church 


attendance.  Some of the best worship experiences I have had have occurred on vacations far and 


near.  If you are as close as the NJ Shore, there are many great Presbyterian churches to choose 


from.  If in Cape May, there is the Cape May Point Presbyterian Church, a wonderful experience in 


the round.  If in Avalon, try Wells Memorial Presbyterian at 126 Ninth Street.  They have a history of 


inviting great preachers from around the country.  If in Ocean City, there is the historic Ocean City 


Tabernacle, also with famous preachers, great music soloists and old-fashioned hymn singing.   But 


if you're traveling out of the area, check your computer for a listing of churches in the places you will 


be visiting.  You could find a great cathedral church in a city setting such as St. Patrick's in New 


York City or Westminster Abbey in London, or a simple wooden structure like my wife and I found in 


Yosemite Valley in California or a similar one in rural Vermont.   There is nothing like a change of 


venue to enliven your spirit and introduce you to new peoples, interesting music, new traditions and 


new places to see and experience God's wonder.   
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Kelci Flynn


I'm Kelci and I have been in youth group for as long as I can remember, and in many ways it has shaped the 


person that I am today.  I have realized that being a Christian is not just about going to Youth Group every 


Sunday night.  It is more a way of life and thinking.  While people around me struggle with their beliefs or just 


do not believe at all, each day my faith grows stronger,  I look at the world around me on spring days like this, 


and I look at all I have persevered through in my life, and I know that there is a God, one that loves me 


unconditionally, and has a true meaning for my life.  I can only pray that my faith and love for the Lord will 


keep growing. I will never forget all of the faces I have come across these past years.  While I was supposed to 


be helping them they were the ones having an impact on me.  As fast as high school went by, I know that from 


now on it is going to just fly by even faster but I will not forget what youth group has taught me.  It has taught 


me to be caring and self-less and that no matter what is going on in my life there is someone out there worse 


off and most of the time I will not need to look very far.  There are many people right here in our community 


that need something, some may need food, some may need a few dollars, or some may just need a little pink 


bunny.  I will carry the desire to help others and the morals that I have developed through youth group during 


college.  I will make sure that when the day comes when I have children of my own I will teach them to help 


others and make the community a better place.  I hope my children will find a youth group as special as this 


one to teach them what is really important in life. 


Reid Wilson


I have been part of this church for only a couple years now.  Many of you may not know who I am but whether 


you know it or not you have been my second family in many senses of the word.  My name is Reid and never 


in my life have I felt more alive than I have in the time that I've been a member of your church. You have 


helped shape me into who I am now and will help with who I will become. Many say wisdom comes with age. 


I say wisdom comes with experience based on the actions you take personally in your life. I have learned while 


a member of this youth group, this church, and this family that no matter how hard things get there is someone 


to always turn to. Whether it is one of you or God, someone has always had my back. Though God cannot tell 


me verbally what I need to do with my life, I have learned that he does set the road in front of us and based on 


how we were brought up.  It's our duty as a Christian to do the right thing or at least make the attempt. We can 


give up and let the world bring us down.  We can fall to our knees and feel worthless but we never are and God 


knows that we are all filled with potential to change this world for the better. I was a coward.  I was weak.  I 


tried to end my life.   I tried to leave this world when everything seemed too much. Everything crashed around 


me and I didn’t know what to do and then I found something that brought me back to reality. I found people 


who care and want to help and accept me for me. They will not stand in judgment of me because after all at the 


end of the day only God has the right to judge. I am happier today because of you my family and God than I 


have ever have been in my short 18 years. I feel more alive because of the relationships I've formed in this 


church with these amazing people than I have ever felt while doing anything. We have all grieved and mourned 


for lost loved ones; we have all struggled; and we have all been filled with doubt but it is when we are at that 


point when our extended church family and God picks us back up to keep going. When my fellow seniors and I 


leave here today it will be our last day as the youth of this church and no longer will we be the future but we 


will be what the church is right now and it will be our job to continue to help not only the church as a whole 


but each other individually. We will walk this aisle just 5 but 5 strong changed Christians because of our 


church community, our parents, our rev, our Elisha Elliott, our Gracious God and we will return not because 


we feel the need to but because we want to. Because we know without each one of you playing a part in our 


lives we would not go on to make something of ourselves. This is my understanding of what this world is and I 


am not going to let it go to waste... 


Breanna Reeder


Hi! I'm Breanna. Being involved in this youth group has taught me so much. Through our various service 


projects, I was able to help out so many different people and was able to learn about them. I am going to Africa 


this summer--with the knowledge from the many famines I participated in and all the things I learned in youth 


group, I hope to be the disciple God has called me to be to spread His word--not just in Africa, but for the rest 


of my life. I've learned so much about myself and if you asked me 5 years ago what I wanted to go to college 


for, I would have said Elementary Education. My faith became so important to me that I felt teaching in a 


building would be too confining--I need to teach God's word and that needs to be taught EVERYWHERE! 


Everything I learned and did in youth group amazed me and it finally clicked in my head that I want to always 


be involved in youth's lives--to teach them about God and share my story with them and watch them live their 


own. 
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be helping them they were the ones having an impact on me.  As fast as high school went by, I know that from 

now on it is going to just fly by even faster but I will not forget what youth group has taught me.  It has taught 

me to be caring and self-less and that no matter what is going on in my life there is someone out there worse 

off and most of the time I will not need to look very far.  There are many people right here in our community 

that need something, some may need food, some may need a few dollars, or some may just need a little pink 

bunny.  I will carry the desire to help others and the morals that I have developed through youth group during 

college.  I will make sure that when the day comes when I have children of my own I will teach them to help 

others and make the community a better place.  I hope my children will find a youth group as special as this 

one to teach them what is really important in life. 

Reid Wilson

I have been part of this church for only a couple years now.  Many of you may not know who I am but whether 

you know it or not you have been my second family in many senses of the word.  My name is Reid and never 

in my life have I felt more alive than I have in the time that I've been a member of your church. You have 

helped shape me into who I am now and will help with who I will become. Many say wisdom comes with age. 

I say wisdom comes with experience based on the actions you take personally in your life. I have learned while 

a member of this youth group, this church, and this family that no matter how hard things get there is someone 

to always turn to. Whether it is one of you or God, someone has always had my back. Though God cannot tell 

me verbally what I need to do with my life, I have learned that he does set the road in front of us and based on 

how we were brought up.  It's our duty as a Christian to do the right thing or at least make the attempt. We can 

give up and let the world bring us down.  We can fall to our knees and feel worthless but we never are and God 

knows that we are all filled with potential to change this world for the better. I was a coward.  I was weak.  I 

tried to end my life.   I tried to leave this world when everything seemed too much. Everything crashed around 

me and I didn’t know what to do and then I found something that brought me back to reality. I found people 

who care and want to help and accept me for me. They will not stand in judgment of me because after all at the 

end of the day only God has the right to judge. I am happier today because of you my family and God than I 

have ever have been in my short 18 years. I feel more alive because of the relationships I've formed in this 

church with these amazing people than I have ever felt while doing anything. We have all grieved and mourned 

for lost loved ones; we have all struggled; and we have all been filled with doubt but it is when we are at that 

point when our extended church family and God picks us back up to keep going. When my fellow seniors and I 

leave here today it will be our last day as the youth of this church and no longer will we be the future but we 

will be what the church is right now and it will be our job to continue to help not only the church as a whole 

but each other individually. We will walk this aisle just 5 but 5 strong changed Christians because of our 

church community, our parents, our rev, our Elisha Elliott, our Gracious God and we will return not because 

we feel the need to but because we want to. Because we know without each one of you playing a part in our 

lives we would not go on to make something of ourselves. This is my understanding of what this world is and I 

am not going to let it go to waste... 

Breanna Reeder

Hi! I'm Breanna. Being involved in this youth group has taught me so much. Through our various service 

projects, I was able to help out so many different people and was able to learn about them. I am going to Africa 

this summer--with the knowledge from the many famines I participated in and all the things I learned in youth 

group, I hope to be the disciple God has called me to be to spread His word--not just in Africa, but for the rest 

of my life. I've learned so much about myself and if you asked me 5 years ago what I wanted to go to college 

for, I would have said Elementary Education. My faith became so important to me that I felt teaching in a 

building would be too confining--I need to teach God's word and that needs to be taught EVERYWHERE! 

Everything I learned and did in youth group amazed me and it finally clicked in my head that I want to always 

be involved in youth's lives--to teach them about God and share my story with them and watch them live their 

own. 
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Hi, my name is Erik. I used to be a scared, self-conscious, and awkward kid. Today I'm a mature, caring, and 


awkward young adult. God has come into my life from church but also through the people around me. When I 


see a friend in pain or troubled, I think how will they get through it? Somehow they will. And that somehow is 


God and sometimes it can't be explained more than that. I had a moment a few years ago during the famine 


when I accepted Jesus Christ as my savior, because I finally understood the extreme sacrifice that he gave. I 


have only grown in faith snce then, I see everyday of life as a miracle instead of just life. And it wouldn't be 


possible without God. Without him we don't exist. I'm not a perfect christian and probably never will be, but I 


am a strong leader with convictions. I know that he is my strength and I know that He is always watching out 


for me. He will help me to stand up and do what is right in a world that really needs it. Through him I'll be able 


to give back all that I've learned here. He will be there when I need him most, and that makes all the difference 


in the world. 


Amy Reynolds


Hello, I'm Amy.  In December, I got my acceptance letter to the College of New Jersey.  Because I applied 


early, I knew that would be the place where I would be attending this coming fall.  Shortly after committing to 


TCNJ, I began to look into clubs and activities that I could participate in.  I discovered an organization called 


Best Buddies.  Best Buddies is a nonprofit organization dedicated to establishing a global volunteer movement 


that creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment, and leadership development for 


people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Growing up with my brother, Andrew, who is mildly 


autistic, I know firsthand that oftentimes, people aren't nice to people who are different.  From youth group, 


I've learned that helping others should be a number one priority, with personal needs coming in second.  Like 


most young children, I used to attend church and Sunday school simply because that's what my parents did and 


it's what I thought was the "right" thing to do.  There were times that I doubted God, and doubted the meaning 


of an organized religion.  However, over the years, my spirituality has matured, and my belief in God has 


strengthened.  Being a part of youth group taught me that sometimes a person's belief in Jesus isn't strong until 


he or she goes through a difficult situation during which they know they could never get through without 


spiritual support.  Through challenging times, a person needs someone to believe in, someone they know will 


help them through.  I know that I will have a strong belief in Jesus for the rest of my life.  Through every 


challenging phase, through every time of need, and through every time of difficulty, I know that He and the 


others around me, will always be there. 


2011 Youth Group Graduates 2011


Kelci Flynn: Kelci is a senior at Gateway Regional High School.  She will graduate in June and plans to attend 


Rowan University to study Elementary Education, with a concentration in psychology.  Kelci has been a 


dedicated member of our youth group for 8 years.  


Erik Mangano: Erik is a senior at West Deptford High School.  He will graduate on June 20 and has been 


accepted at Drexel University where he will study Architecture.  Erik has been a faithful member of our youth 


group for 6 years.


Breanna Reeder: Breanna is a senior at Gateway Regional High School.  She will graduate in June and plans to 


attend Eastern University to major in Youth Ministry.  Bre has been a dedicated member of our youth group for 


over 6 years.


Amy Reynolds: Amy is a senior at West Deptford High School.  She will graduate on June 20.  Amy plans to 


attend The College of New Jersey and double-major in Journalism and Music Performance.  Amy has been a 


dedicated member of this youth group for 3 years.


Reid Wilson: Reid is a senior at Woodbury High School, where he will graduate on June 23.  Reid plans to 


attend the University of Phoenix for two years before transferring to another school to double major in 


computer and mechanical engineering.  Reid has been an enthusiastic member of the youth group for 2 years.
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Dear Friends,


   Each year, when we 


or-


dain and install new 


offi-


cers, I am always impressed 


by the number of our 


mem-


bers who come forward to 


join in the laying on of 


hands. Over the years, so 


many of you have taken on 


the responsibility of not just 


serving on one of our 


boards, but of taking part in 


governing our church.


   And that, as you might 


ex-


pect, is the next in the list of 


responsibilities of members 


of the Presbyterian Church. 


If you are a member, and 


you want to live up to that 


calling (and it is a calling!), 


it is both your privilege and 


your responsibility to be a 


part of the decisions we 


make, the direction we take, 


and the dreams we dream.


   That doesn't just mean 


serving as an elder or 


dea-


con. It means attending our 


congregational meetings 


and joining in discussions of 


the budget, and voting for 


our officers.


   It means reading the 


an-


nual report and asking 


ques-


tions about it.


   It means speaking to our 


officers if you have a 


sug-


gestion or a question.


   It means reading the 


newsletter or checking the 


website so that you can 


bet-


ter understand what we are 


doing.


   It means paying attention 


to reports from officers 


when they are shared from 


the pulpit and responding to 


them in whatever way is 


ap-


propriate to you and your 


circumstances.


   The church is not the 


pas-


tor nor the officers. It is all 


of us, working together to 


govern our congregation 


and make it the best we can.


   What can you do to fulfill 


this vital responsibility?


In Christ, John


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


  What can you do to fulfill 


this vital responsibility?


 


U 


Get well wishes are sent out to 


Lois Gebeline and Scott Orr, 


both of whom were recently in 


the hospital. Also to Joan 


Chessman who had outpatient 


surgery in May. And a special 


prayer for healing to Maureen 


Keane, recovering from hip 


replacement surgery.


U 


Congratulations to Desirae 


Blaum and Jarrod Fetty, married 


in our sanctuary on May 13th.


Congratulations to our 


graduates:


From West 


Deptford:


 Glenn 


Dawson, Erk 


Mangano, and 


Amy Reynolds; 


From Woodbury:


Reid Wilson; 


From Mannington: 


Brandon Hiles; 


And from 


Westtown Friends:


Patrick Schoen. 


From Rowan:


 Nicolette Absil. 


Best wishes and prayers for all of 


them as they continue their journey!
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Sunday, June 12, 2011 at 11AM

Celebrating Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit 

in word and song.

Featuring the Bell and Sanctuary Choirs

with Brass performing beautiful and majestic

music of faith, hope, praise and

God’s gift of His Holy Spirit. 

Our Final 11AM service of the season.

10AM Worship begins June 19th thru September 4th.
