[image: image1.emf]Volume 14 Issue 5


January 2012


Dear Friends,


   Have you ever heard of Teflon 


Christianity? A lot of people 


seem to believe in that version of 


our faith (you wouldn't believe 


how many people have come to 


my office sure that it is the real 


truth of our faith).


   Teflon Christianity, of course, 


is the idea that, somehow, we 


Christians lead a charmed life, 


that being a Christian and going 


to church somehow frees us from 


the slings and arrows of 


outra-


geous fortune. Bad things just 


don't happen to good people.


   We all know, though, that 


Teflon Christianity is a fallacy - 


that anyone who thinks that we 


are instantly dunked in a vat of 


spiritual Teflon when we 


wel-


come Jesus into our hearts just 


doesn't understand life.


   God never promised that we 


would not walk through the 


val-


ley of the shadow of death; just 


that He would be there with us. 


He never said that we not pass 


through deep waters; just that He 


was the one with us. And He 


never said that we would not end 


up in some version of a fiery 


fur-


nace (think Shadrach, Meschach, 


and Abednego); just that He 


would be there in the fire.


   Of course, believing in Teflon 


Christianity doesn't take a lot of 


faith; not believing in it does. We 


wonder why God doesn't just free 


us from all ills; why He doesn't 


pick us up and carry us beyond 


the fires and deep waters; why 


He just doesn't protect us before 


we need the protection.


   Why should Christians suffer? 


(Which is the age old question 


that has troubled believers since 


Adam and Eve.)


   There really is no one answer. 


No satisfying explanation. The 


only thing I do know is that while 


we may not escape the trials, we 


do not face them alone. And 


while we are powerless to 


over-


come the things that we can't 


es-


cape, God is the power that 


stands with us no matter what.


   The next time you are tempted 


to become a devotee of Teflon 


Christianity, look to God first. He 


might not coat you in Teflon, but 


He will be the comfort and the 


peace and the power that makes 


you whole.


Happy New Year.


In Christ, John


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


The next time you are tempted 


to become a devotee of Teflon 


Christianity, look to God first


. 


U 


Get well prayers are sent out to 


Dick Shaw and Dudley Wilkins 


who were both recently in the 


hospital. Continued prayers for 


Mike Culbert, Ed Elder, and 


Millie Shaw who remain in care 


facilities.


U 


Congratulations to Nicole and 


Howard Good on the birth of 


Howard Leroy IV; to Matt and 


Kayla Geserick on the birth of 


John David; and to Matt and 


Melissa Woodrow on the birth 


of Shannon Noelle! Three 


babies in a week and a half!!


U 


Congratulations as well to Dani 


(Becker) and Rob Guerra on the 


baptism of Dominic Robinson 


and to Tracey (Rivell) and Mike 


Urion on the baptism of Robert 


Weldon! 


U 


A big thank you to Quint, Carol, 


and Connie who directed all of 


our choirs all year, but 


especially on Christmas Eve, to 


all our choir members, who lent 


their time and energy to these 


services, and to all who made 


keeping Christ in Christmas a 


priority.


U 


Big thanks, too, to these 


outgoing officers: Elders Dean 


Golding, Ollie Lambert, and 


Rod Warner and Deacons Barb 


Kratzer, Diane Kuehnapfel, Jen 


Lloyd, and Dottie Shedwick. 


Without our officers to lead us, 


so much would not get done!
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Victorian Tea & Treasures 


Date:


  Saturday, February 18, 2012


Location: 


 First Presbyterian Church Of Woodbury Hgts, NJ.


Fellowship Hall


Time: 


 Two Seatings 12 noon and 2:30pm (limited - no walk ins)


Tickets; 


 Adults $10.00 and children under 6 $5.00


Includes Victorian Tea and admission into Treasure Shoppe


For info contact Denise @ 853 0211  


Mission News


Five of us will be going up to Cathedral Kitchen on Thursday the 29th 


of December.  As always, we are looking forward to this heart-warming 


way of serving others.  We will be going four times again next year - 


usually on a Monday.  If any of you are interested, please contact me - 


Kay Pierson.


Walter and I (Kay) recently went to the Seeds of Hope thrift shop on the 


White Horse Pike in Somerdale, NJ.  It is called Hope Thrift and we 


were very impressed with the beautiful items for sale at a really low 


price and the orderliness of the store.  Kim Miller is the store manager 


and the day we were in there she had three family members helping her.  


They are in great need of people to help in the store .... sorting clothing 


and other items, cleaning donated items and running the register.  They 


also need customers!!!!  If you would like to help the Seeds of Hope 


Ministries in this way please call Kim Miller at 856-504-3646.  


Primetimers 


     


Seventeen Primetimers gathered for lunch at the Telford Inn to celebrate 


the birth of the Christ Child. Those of us who attended this lunch 


enjoyed our fellowship and look forward to the New Year. 


      


In January because of the uncertainty of the weather no formal meeting 


will be held. However, those who can will gather at 11:30am Monday 


January 9th at the Hollywood Diner for lunch together.  


     


February will find us back in the church lounge on Monday the 13th for 


a 12:30pm meeting with dessert. At this meeting plans will be 


formulated for our annual covered dish buffet and the remainder of the 


year. 


     


The buffet will be held at the March meeting on Monday March 12th at 


12:30pm at the church. Remember to wear your green.  


     


As always, everyone is invited. 
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Here's a new recipe for the New Year:


Heavenly Afternoon Delight


Ingredients:


One or Two cups of hot tea


Several tasty sandwiches


Many miniature desserts


Blend together with the company of friends and family.


Mix in a little shopping in the Treasure Shoppe.


And what do you have???  


An afternoon of relaxation & enjoyment!


Yes, it's that time of the year again for our Victorian Tea & Treasures!!  The Committee has already been planning for 


our big day.  So, please, mark your calendars and buy your tickets early! You don't want to miss out this year! 


Save the Date:


Saturday, February 18th, 2012


Two Seatings:


12:00 & 2:30 p.m. (Limited, No walk-ins)


Tickets:


Adults $10.00 - Children $5.00 (Age 6 & younger)


(Includes Victorian Tea & Admission into Treasure Shoppe)


Tickets will be available beginning Sunday, January 8th in the downstairs church lounge, and each Sunday after church, 


or call Denise at 853-0211 after January 1st.


Our committee is also looking for donations for our Treasure Shoppe.  We are asking that items be in NEW or LIKE 


NEW condition (items that you would feel comfortable displaying in your own home).  A large blue container labeled 


"Treasure Shoppe" will be available in the Bride's Room for collection on December 4th.   DO NOT put items in the 


collection room upstairs. 


Suggested items for donations:


Baskets, basket filler, gift bags & tissue paper


Our committee also will be making up themed baskets, so any items would be appreciated that would fit themes such as:


Tea or Coffee


Sports


Movie Night


Gardening


Cosmetics


Spaghetti Dinner


Baby


Scrapbook Supplies


Children’s Toys & Games


Sunshine/Get well


Kitchen


Stationary


Bath/Spa


Jewelry


Hobbies/Crafts


Contact the committee with any questions:  


Denise Pitchford, Jen Lloyd, Debbie Becker, Ammie Davis & Bonnie Dawson.   


Join the Baby Boomers after church on Sunday, January 8,


for Fun, Food, and Fundraising


     The Samurai Hibachi Steak House in Glassboro will donate 20 percent of all revenue from our church 


patrons who dine there between 12 and 3 PM that Sunday. We can go to the restaurant as a group directly after 


the church worship service or individuals can go on their own schedule between 12 and 3 PM. Just mention 


our church name when you order. 


     The fundraiser applies to orders from the Hibachi or dinner menus which cost approximately $20 per entrée. 


Menus are posted on their website, (www.njsamuraisteakhouse.com ) 


     I’ll need to let the restaurant know how many to plan for by Friday, January 6, so please let me know before 


then if you can join us. 


     We will donate any proceeds to the "Buy a Block" fund for Fire Code Compliance. We're looking forward 


to getting together for some fun and fellowship! 


RSVP: heightspres@comcast.net or call Bette, 856-589-2886
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