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Dear Friends,


   This month, I'm going to 


write about another form of 


Christianity - Wimpy 


Christian-


ity. I'm sure you have all 


heard of it, and have, 


per-


haps, practiced it at one time 


or another.


   When Dottie was teaching 


Basic Skills Math, her task 


was to show her students that 


if they had trouble finding an 


answer one way, they could 


look for another way. She 


simply wouldn't let her 


stu-


dents say: "I can't." During 


one class session, one of her 


students did blurt out: "I can't 


do this." Before Dottie could 


respond, another student said 


to him: "Don't say that - that 


word isn't in her vocabulary." 


The truth is "I can't" is one of 


the most dangerous things we 


can say as a Christian.


   True, there are some things 


we cannot do. We can flap 


our arms, but we still won't be 


able to fly.


   But we can change our 


atti-


tudes; we can love someone 


we don't especially like; we 


can find time to read the Bible 


or pray more; we can reach 


out to someone who is 


hurt-


ing; we can obey the will of 


God, even when it makes us 


feel uncomfortable.


   We can face up to the 


chal-


lenges that life throws at us - 


be they financial, emotional, 


medical, or otherwise - with a 


sense of victory, rather than 


defeat.


   We can. If we choose to. 


The problem is, a lot of times, 


we choose not to. We look at 


the odds against us and 


be-


moan any possibility of 


beat-


ing them.


   Life is tough. And some 


days, the Christian life is 


tougher.


   But there is a promise - 


you'll find it in Philippians 


4:13: "I can do all things 


through Christ who 


strength-


ens me."


   No, on our own, there is a 


lot we can't do.


   But who ever said that we 


are on our own? Jesus 


cer-


tainly didn't!


   The next time life leaves 


you with an 'I can't' on the tip 


of your tongue, swallow it and 


ask God what He can do for 


and with and to you.


In Christ, John


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


Philippians 4:13: "I can do 


all things through Christ 


who strengthens me."


Congregational 


Meeting


A meeting of the congregation 


of the First Presbyterian Church 


iof Woodbury Heights is called 


for Sunday, February 12, 


following the worship service. 


The purpose of the meeting is to 


receive the Annual Report, 


receive the report of the Auditing 


Committee, elect members of 


the Auditing and Nominating 


Committees, and transact any 


other business as may properly 


come before the congregation.


A note: Lunch will be served 


prior to the meeting - a free will 


offering will be collected.


    


I want to thank many of you for 


your care and concern during 


my husband’s ilness and 


subsequent death.  Your 


thoughts and prayers,  


remembrances with flowers and 


fruit basket made me realize the 


value of Christian friendship.  


The prayer quilt was especially 


appreciated. 


     Although my husband, Burr, 


was not able to enjoy it for very 


long, I can tell you he did waken 


enough to see it, feel the knots 


and understand your meaning.  


His pain and suffering is over 


and your prayers eased the 


way.  


     Our dear pastor, John 


Shedwick and his wife, provided 


weekly comfort with their visits 


and prayers.  It has been a 


wonderful experience to have 


received that kind of care.  They 


are true examples of 


shepherding.


Winnie Higgins
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 Congratulations to Steve 


and Heather Antosky on the 


birth of Hayley May on 


January 5th.


U 


   Millie Shaw finally got 


home after nearly four 


months in Underwood and 


Manor Care. Keep her in 


your prayers. Keep Mike 


Culbert - Shady Lane and Ed 


Elder - Lakeland in your 


prayers as well.


Want Ad:


   Wanted: Some Christians who 


are willing to teach Sunday 


School.


   Prior experience not needed, 


but it would be helpful if you 


had spent some time living in 


the real world.


   Skills necessary: Patience; the 


ability to admit to not knowing 


all the answers, but being 


willing to look them up; the 


desire to change a child's life.


   Hours: One hour on Sunday, 


plus whatever preparation time 


you need.


   Compensation: The joy of 


sharing God's love; the reward 


of making a difference; the 


knowledge that you helped 


make God's love real, and not 


just an abstract.


   Oh, and by the way, know that 


as you do, God will help you in 


whatever challenges you face.


   Let Elisha Elliott or Jeannie 


Mangano, our Sunday School 


superintendents, know if you 


would be willing to help.


Youth News


Elisha Elliott


Happy New Year!  It has been a long time since I gave any 


update as to what the youth group has been up to.  I have to go 


all the way back to the fall for me to begin.  Remember the Trunk 


or Treat?  Well, it was an enormous success!  It was a beautiful 


evening of community-wide Trick or Treating!  We had over 50 


visitors to our church and 16 vehicles from which they could get 


some serious goodies.  Many belated and heartfelt thanks to the 


DiCicco family; the Brenner family; the Sheehan family; Sue 


Golding; Mike and Holly Golding; Jeanne and Jake Mangano; 


Margie Blair-Thomas; the Eachus family; the Kratzer family; Judy 


and Dana Milio; Chuck and Dave Elliott; and the Jim Golding 


family.  Thank you, too, for all the candy donations that helped 


make the trick or treating even sweeter!  Forgive me if I have 


forgotten anyone-I am so thoroughly grateful for your time and for 


your fantastic enthusiasm in making this event the success that it 


is.  We will see you in October for another evening of fun!  


Thank yous and hugs to Lois Cooper for the awesome donation 


of Beanie Babies.  We decided that we should share the love 


and a Beanie Baby or two with those who have been in the 


hospital.  Why just do the Bunny Run in the spring when we can 


make people smile all year long?  


For our Christmas community-service project, we donated toys to 


Operation Blessing, an outreach charity sponsored by the West 


Deptford Honor Society.


From February 24 to February 25, we will have our annual 


famine.  But this year will be a bit different.  We are partnering 


with Food Network's No Kid Hungry-Share Our Strength 


endeavor.  This is a movement of people who are committed to 


making sure that no child in America is hungry.  The youth group 


and I feel very strongly about any funds we raise stay in the USA.  


We will give you more information in the weeks to come in 


church, but for now, you can go to www.foodnetwork.com/share-


our-strength for more information.  We invite everyone who is 


able to join us in our crusade to end hunger in America.  Please 


prayerfully consider spending some or all of the 30 hours with us.  


After we end our fast, we will celebrate with a jazz and blues 


concert in Fellowship Hall featuring Beth Jones and Dave Elliott.  


Donation to attend the concert is $5 per person.  More 


information on this will also follow.


As always, if you have any questions, please contact me via 


email:  delliott361@comcast.net or via cell phone (which is what I 


prefer) at 856-693-3628.  Thank you!
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     A church friend will be celebrating their birthday or an anniversary.  You 


really want to remember this special occasion so you head to the card shop.  You 


spend anywhere from $3.00 up for a lovely card and affix a stamp to mail it off.  


Your friend is very appreciative and admires the card for a week or two.  It is 


then discarded.


     For a donation of $5.00, you could honor the occasion and help build an 


interest-bearing account for your church.  We will mail a card to your friend 


informing him/her of your donation.  This card will be admired, and it will 


probably also be discarded.  However, the gift will keep on giving back to our 


church.  Last year three members were honored in this way. 


     If you spot a friend’s name in the newsletter Birthday-Anniversary 


announcements and wish to participate in this stewardship opportunity, write a 


$5.00 check to our church, put THE ENDOWMENT FUND on the memo, and attach a note 


letting us know who is being honored.   Let us send the card!


 Craft Group


Four women attended our January meeting in the annex.  We were able to organize the year of 


crafting and will be seeking volunteers to come join our “busy hands” projects.  The big news is that 


we will once again be holding a crafts and food bazaar at our church.  Scheduled for November 3, 


2012, it is essential that we work continually as we progress through the year in order to present a 


variety of well-made and best-selling crafts. 


Anyone, male or female, who is available on the second Wednesday of the month from 10 until 


noon is asked to come out and help us prepare.  We need: pencil-pushers to trace patterns, poly-


stuffers to fill items, scissors-wielders to cut, color-artists to decorate items, glue-gun sharp shooters 


to embellish and hand and machine stitchers for other projects.  Anyone who is crafty can also work 


independently and donate items to our cause.   


Kits will be made up so at each meeting there will be a choice of projects to work on and a variety of 


tasks to complete.  In order to have enough materials and instructions available, please let Barb 


Daugherty, Nancy Zane or Janet Koehler know if you will be joining us.


Sarah Circle News


We had an excellent turn-out for our January meeting on January 16.  If was so nice to have Winnie 


Higgins joining us.  Helen Draper provided the treat for us, delicious warm,  fresh-baked caramel 


apple-walnut pies.  After a lunch filled with post-holiday catching-up, amusing personal stories and 


happy together-again time, we had a productive meeting to establish our calendar of events, and 


determine how we would spend the money in our treasury.  Our birthday collection is given to the 


Tomorrow Fund, Least Coin goes to the Heifer Fund, and the few dollars from our dues will stay in 


our treasury to cover expenses for the coming year.  


There are so many people in our daily lives who provide us strength and guidance in our Christian 


walk that we will spend this year celebrating them.  Our first lesson, summarized from  Stories 


Behind Women of Extraordinary Faith by Ace Collins, Published by  Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 


Michigan, 2008 was about a woman who achieved no world fame but was a star to her friends and 


family.  Her amazing spirit and vitality reminded all of us of our dear friend, Millie Shaw.  We are 


dedicating all of these monthly lessons to her. We are so grateful that she has shared her friendship 


with us.   


Our next lesson will be about a woman who did achieve world fame.  We believe she has a 


counterpart within our congregation today.  We’ll tell you about her next month!
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Betty Davidson        


         2/01


Bob Peterson


         2/01


Ryan Eachus


         2/03


Nancy Zane


         2/03


Ammie Davis


         2/06


Chuck Reynolds


         2/06


Noah Elliott


         2/07


Ginny Naylor


         2/07


Peggy DiCrescenzo


         2/08


Benjamin Taylor


         2/08


Bette Murphy


         2/10


John Pedicone


         2/11


Walter Pierson


         2/12


Paul Belcher


         2/14


Michelle  Boge


         2/14


Ollie Lambert


         2/14


Peg Schoen


         2/14


Maureen Lex


         2/15


Mike Camilli


         2/16


Madelyn Elliott         


         2/18


Amy Reynolds


         2/18


Kristen Woodrow Lynch         2/21


Robert Chute


          2/22


Karen Williamson


          2/22


Daniel Geserick


          2/23


Richard Quinnette


          2/23


Norman Bramble


          2/25


Chuck Elliott


          2/25


Cathy DiCicco


          2/25


Ed Harley


          2/28


Geri Sincavage


          2/28


Brian Lewis 


          3/01


John Shedwick


          3/01


Glenn Dawson


          3/02


Anne Camilli


          3/07


Sandra Norcross


          3/08


Joe Williamson


          3/10


Anniversaries


Craig & Jeanne Mangano        2/17


Mission News for February, 2012


On this past Sunday, January 15th, we received information in 


our bulletin regarding BLANKETS + .  This is part of Church World 


Sunday, which is the agency that organizes CROP.  CWS is an agency 


that helps people around the world who are refugees from natural 


disasters or refugees from political oppression.  Yes, they do send 


blankets when they are desperately needed, but they also send tools and 


other equipment necessary to allow so many in our nation and around 


the globe live lives that bring them out of hopelessness, poverty and 


despair. Please give generously to this most worthwhile organization.  


To give online, please visit www.churchworldservice.org/blanketsplus.  


On the second Sunday in February, the 12th, we will be holding 


our Community Helpers Sunday.  This time we will be looking no 


further than our own congregants to speak about their own experiences 


at Cathedral Kitchen.  There have been about twelve of us so far and we 


all have come away with a real sense that we have been participants in 


something beautiful and most rewarding.  


Please remember to visit Hope Thrift on the White Horse Pike in 


Somerdale.  You will come away with some real bargains and you will 


be helping the Seeds of Hope Ministries.  They can use volunteers - if 


you have the time and desire just ask them at the desk while you are 


there.  


PRIMETIMERS


Because January weather is so unpredictable, the 


Primetimers did not schedule a formal business meeting. 


However, a dozen of us met at the Hollywood Diner for 


lunch and fellowship. 


 


The date for our ever-popular pizza party is February 13th 


in the newly renovated church lounge. Also at the February 


meeting we will discuss our plans for the Primetimers 


activities for the coming year. 


Come to this meeting and share your ideas.  At this time 


plans also will be made for the annual covered dish 


luncheon to be held March 12th at 12:30pm as we celebrate 


St. Patrick’s Day.  


Come out and join us for fellowship and good food. We 


look forward to seeing you.


 


HAPPY VALENTINES DAY
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by Quint Lerch


February 2012


Discovering Sanctuary


As I write this, we as a church are about to spend one of my favorite Sundays of all year when we 


worship with our brothers and sisters in Christ at Mt. Zion Wesley United Methodist Church.  I can't 


imagine a more welcoming group of people who open their hearts and their church doors to a bunch 


of Presbyterians from Woodbury Heights.  Not only do they welcome us, but they feed us spiritually, 


and with an abundance of wonderful food.  Their sanctuary is small but we all seem to fit just fine 


and we know that God is with us in our time of fellowship and renewal.  


We don't have to be in our own sanctuary to feel that sense of peace, security, fellowship and 


closeness to God.  A sanctuary can be any place where we can go to feel God's touch and to know 


of his wonder, his spirit and his power.  It was just a year ago that I wrote to you in this column of my 


trip to London and our worship at Westminster Abbey.  That could not have been a more unfamiliar 


place to my wife and I, but because we were there to worship with fellow Christians, we felt at home 


and at peace as we listened to familiar scriptures, sang hymns of great praise, listened to moving 


and heartfelt prayers and listened to glorious music.  For those 60 or 70 minutes, we had shut out 


the hustle and bustle of one of the great cities of the world, and quieted our minds and souls to 


receive the word of our Lord in all its glory and majesty.  


We also don't even need to be in a church sanctuary to feel these things.  Just last week, my wife 


and I attended a Philadelphia Orchestra concert at the beautiful Kimmel Center.  But on our way 


there, while walking the two blocks from the PATCO station to the concert hall, we heard a rather 


disturbing exchange between two young men on the street.  They we talking football outside of a bar 


and one man was mentioning Tim Tebow and his faith in Christ and that God was on his side in the 


impending game.  The other young man said that God didn't have anything to do with Tim's ability 


and that he in fact, hated God.  For a moment, those words hung like an icy blast of cold, and it 


seemed to my wife and I that for a moment, all traffic on the streets and sidewalks came to an 


abrupt halt.  Did I hear that right?  The young man hated God?  Not that he didn't believe in him, but 


hated him.  We couldn't believe our ears.  We arrived at the concert hall early and strode to our 


seats in an almost empty hall.  As I looked at my surroundings and contemplated the music that we 


were about to hear in such a beautiful place, and the talents of the musicians and conductor and 


soloists, and that of the composers who so long ago were inspired to write such beautiful music, I 


felt sorrow for that young man in the street, and I offered a prayer for him.  And so that evening of 


music from Beethoven and Sebelius in that stunning concert hall became our sanctuary - our place 


to shut out the world of those who would hate God, who would turn their face from Him, and do 


things that would undermine His creation.  I'm not saying we should use sanctuaries to escape the 


world, but rather as a place to recharge our batteries, to listen to God, to know him, and then to go 


out and act in ways that represent him and his agenda to all the world.  That is how we rail against 


the evils of our world.  It all starts in our sanctuary.  Go and find yours and visit it often.  


Ash Wednesday Dinner and Taize Worship


This year's Ash Wednesday observance on February 22nd will begin with our usual Meager Meal at 


6PM, followed by worship at 7PM with a Taize service.  Taize is a small village in the south of 


France with a monastery founded by Brother Roger some 60 years ago.  The monastery still exists 


today and is visited by scores of people who come to worship with the monks in their unique style.  


Taize worship, prayer and music is characterized by repetition and silence.  What is unique to the 


prayer of Taize is the adaptation of the repetitive form to simple musical lines and core Biblical texts 


that can be sung by a whole assembly of people, regardless of nationalities, language and 


denomination.  


Come and join us for a moving evening of beautiful and simple music and prayer as we start our 


personal journeys through Lent.  
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     Did you know that Communion servers do not have to be 


currently


 serving as an 


Elder or Deacon?  Any person who has previously been ordained to one of those 


positions is eligible to assist with Communion.  


     That being said. . .The Worship and Program Committee would like to create a list 


of people who are interested in assisting with the serving of Communion once in a 


while.  We plan to give you advance notice if your help is needed, as well as a 


reminder phone call the week before.


     If you are interested, please see anyone from the Worship and Program 


Committee (Michele Elliott, Dick Daugherty, or John Holleny) or drop a note into the 


offering plate.
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