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Dear Friends,


  


  Last month, I began telling you 


of the expectations of church 


membership, as outlined in our 


Book of Order. The second point 


is a big one: Taking part in the 


common life and worship of the 


church.


    I guess you could say that 


much of membership boils down 


to this: Are you a part of what we 


are doing together? Are you 


join-


ing in both the worship and 


activ-


ities of the congregation?


    In the years after World War 


Two, the church was the place to 


be. There weren't many other 


places to be. It's different today. 


Stores are open; sports are 


sched-


uled; activities abound. So many 


things compete with the church 


for the time of our people.


    But then, it's not the church 


these other things are crowding 


out; it's God and our relationship 


with Him; and His relationship 


with us.


    The common life of the church 


isn't just about being here for 


cof-


fee hours and barbecues and 


meetings. It's about finding the 


way to reconnect with God when 


all the things around us are trying 


to sever that connection. And 


be-


ing in worship is not just about 


coming to church for one hour a 


week; it's about taking the time to 


discover what God is doing with 


and for and through you, when so 


many other things try to claim 


our attention and loyalty.


    If you are not participating in 


the common life and worship of 


the church, you're not cheating 


the Session or the pastor or even 


God (He'll catch up to you 


even-


tually - He always does); you're 


cheating yourselves. Think about 


it when next Sunday morning 


rolls around.


In Christ, 


John


U 


Get well wishes are sent 


out to Ed Elder, recently in 


Underwood; to Ginny 


Knight, still recuperating at 


Manor Care, Washington 


Township; and Bonnie 


Wil-


son, recuperating at home 


after several weeks at 


Manor Care, West 


Dept-


ford.


U 


Welcome to our newest 


member: Caril Siciliano. 


Good to have you and 


Pete!


U 


Thanks to our Fellowship 


Committee for setting up 


and organizing the 


lun-


cheon prior to the 


Congre-


gational Meeting!


U 


A big thank you to all who 


made our Tea and 


Trea-


sures such a success!


    


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


  If you are not participating in the 


common life and worship of the 


church, you’re cheating yourselves.


FLORIDA COURT 


SETS ATHEIST HOLY 


DAY


     In Florida , an atheist created 


a case against the upcoming 


Easter and Passover Holy days. 


He hired an attorney to bring a 


discrimination case against 


Christians and Jews and 


observances of their holy days.   


     The argument was that it was 


unfair that atheists had no such 


recognized days.. The case was 


brought before a judge. 


     After listening to the 


passionate presentation by the 


lawyer, the judge banged 


his gavel declaring, "Case 


dismissed!"  


     The lawyer immediately 


stood objecting to the ruling 


saying, "Your honor, How can 


you possibly dismiss this case? 


The Christians have Christmas, 


Easter and others. The Jews 


have Passover, Yom  Kippur 


and Hanukkah, yet my client 


and all other atheists have no 


such holidays."


     The judge leaned forward in 


his chair saying, "But you do. 


Your client, counsel, is woefully 


ignorant." 


     The lawyer said, "Your 


Honor, we are unaware of any 


special observance or holiday 


for atheists." 


     The judge said, "The 


calendar says April 1st is April 


Fools Day. Psalm 14:1 states, 


'The fool says in his heart, there 


is no God'  Thus, it is the 


opinion of this court, that, if your 


client says there is no God, then 


he is a fool. Therefore, April 1st 


is his day. 


Court is adjourned."
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The Women’s Association held 


its annual Tea Party on 


Saturday, Feb. 19th with an 


attendance of about 130 people 


from the community as well as 


members of our own church. An 


enjoyable day was had by all 


present for either the 12 o’clock 


or 2:30 seating in Fellowship 


Hall.  A special thank-you goes 


out to the Tea Party committee:  


Denise Pitchford, Jennifer 


Lloyd, Janet Sims, Ammie 


Davis and Debbie Becker, who 


worked tirelessly to prepare for 


the big day. Also, many thanks 


to Kathy Pedicone and the 


kitchen staff, the servers, 


treasure shop staff, clean-up 


crew, and many others who 


worked very hard to make the 


tea and treasure shop a huge 


success. Most of all, we thank 


you, the congregation for your 


constant support and generous 


donations of food items and 


treasures. 


With the tea party behind us, we 


will be turning our attention 


toward the Chicken Barbecue 


being held on April 16th. Once 


again, Joyce Woodrow will be 


chairperson and asking for 


everyone’s help. 


Please read carefully the write-


up about the Chicken Barbecue 


and consider ways in which you 


would like to help. 


                                                    


Barbara Daugherty


ANNUAL CHICKEN BARBECUE!  April 16, 2011


MARK YOUR CALENDARS and TELL YOUR FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS 


AND CO-WORKERS!


Now that your appetites are primed after the lovely Tea & Treasures, are your 


mouths watering for those delicious chicken and homemade goodies?


Well never fear, Spring and the BBQ is nearing!!


BUT... first there are many jobs to fill for the success of this annual fund 


raising event!  This is a whole church event: men, women, children, teens: 


Jobs available: 


… Saturday Leftover sales, 


… Downstairs Clean up crew.


… Hostess to seat people in the dining room, 


… Upstairs Clean up crew.


… Chicken cutter/server. 


… Publicity.


… Beverage set up person for Friday and Saturday.


… Potato salad chairperson for Friday.


… Dining room kitchen cooks.


… Dishwashing, see John Pitchford


… Dining room serving, see Jeanne Mangano 


… Crews for Take out in the Lounge.


… Greeters for 4th St. door.


…and wearing the all important Chicken Suit!


**  If you wish to help out in this event please see or call 


           Joyce Woodrow, 468-0645 or email: woody1@comcast.net **


See Denise Pitchford for purchasing tickets --Pre-sale of Tickets start Mid- 


March after church in the Narthex - it is very important to buy tickets ahead of 


time for ordering those delicious birds.  


Donations lists will be circulating through circle meetings and Joan Chessman 


will be making phone calls then the list is posted on the kitchen door upstairs.


Post this reminder or give to a friend: 


Where?   First Presbyterian Church of Woodbury Heights


When?    April 16, 2011 (early this year due to Easter falling on our 'usual' 


weekend)


What time?  4:00 -6:30 pm (drive-thru take out may start @ 3:30)


What do you get?  Half of a chicken (grilled by the Smilski Family), 


homemade potato salad, special recipe green beans, applesauce, homemade 


desserts and beverages 


Choice of Take Out or Dining In for great fellowship and once again the 


DRIVE THRU SERVICE!


Cost?  $12.00 per meal (note: there is no more children's meal) -  Make checks 


payable to "First Presbyterian Church of Woodbury Heights" and  write, 


'Women's Association' on the 'memo' line


ADDED BONUS:  


Also offered on Chicken day will be the Youth Yard Sale: 8am to 1 pm…look 


for the announcements in the Sunday Bulletins!  Start cleaning out your 


houses/garages/sheds for donations for the Yard Sale (NO clothes or stuffed 


toys) - more from Elisha Elliott and the youth group later.  BBQ tickets will be 


sold during the yard sale also!
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Eighteen of the Primetimers met in the church lounge on Valentines 


Day, February 14th at 12:30pm. We thanked our hostesses, Bette 


Murphy and Carolyn Ronketty for the delicious refreshments. Geri 


Sincavage and Bette Murphy received congratulations on their 


February Birthdays. The group sang Happy Birthday to them.  A photo 


album displaying Primetimers activities for the past two years, 


prepared by Janet Koehler, was enjoyed. Plans were made for the 


annual covered dish luncheon at our next meeting in March. Esther 


Culbert challenged us with a super difficult trivia game. We did not do 


very well.


 


The March meeting is scheduled for March 14 in the church 


Fellowship Hall at 12:30pm. Come out and wear the green. Remember 


to bring a covered dish for all to share. All you retired sisters and 


brothers are welcome to join us for the fun.


See you in March.


Sunday School


For many years the Youth Offering has been sent to support Noah, a 


young student in Nicaragua, through World Vision.  Well Noah has 


now graduated and we have decided to support another mission.  Or 


should we say Missions!  We want our Youth to learn more about 


other agencies that exist to support others in need. The Christian 


Education Committee will choose an agency each quarter, share some 


information with the children in Sunday School and with pamphlets in 


the church bulletins on whom the agency helps and their mission 


statement.  We will have cans throughout the Sunday School and in the 


Narthex of the church where anyone can drop in a donation to support 


that particular organization.  Then at the end of each month whatever 


we have collected will be sent to that organization. The first one we 


have chosen is the MS Society.  So please look for information in the 


near future and look for those cans and give generously so that we may 


continue our mission to help others.  


John Shedwick
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3/28


Joe & Carol Benkert          


3/29


Mike & Maureen McCabe  
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Vince De Pasqual spoke to the congregation on Mission Sunday, February 13th, for Community Helpers Sunday. 


He is the CEO of Starting Point in Westmont, NJ.  He gave us a brief update about the origins of Starting Point 


and how the organization has grown and how it now functions.  Many hundreds of people walk through the doors 


of Starting Point each week for help.  Many of the people who come to SP have very little money to spend on 


counseling, so many of the groups that meet are without any charge.  If you have any further questions about this 


fine organization, please ask me (Kay) - I have been a board member there for several years and am always 


impressed with the work that is accomplished.   


We have collected a lot of deodorant for Brenda and Bill's Ministries.  They have a new website that 


shows all of their various ministries.  It is under Seeds of Hope Ministries, Camden, NJ.  It shows all the many 


ways their ministries are helping the people of that city. A member of our Mission Committee commented at our 


Mission Meeting that the Antinores and their supporters are doing a marvelous job in Camden - I (Kay) continue 


to be amazed at the enthusiasm that the Antinores have for their work with the poor in Camden.  Brenda is a well-


loved trainer at RiverWinds, but her great love is the work that she and Bill (and their many helpers) do in 


Camden.


The date of the CROP Walk is May 22nd.  Our church will be one of the rest stops along the way.  One 


quarter of the proceeds from this walk will go to The Greater Woodbury Food Pantry. Once again Sue Golding 


and Cherie Holleny are co-chairing this event.  This involves a lot of time on their parts - meetings to go to, 


organizing the details within our own church, etc.  We thank both of you for this great service.


I read an article in the Heifer Magazine the other day.  I was appalled about the situation of under-fed 


children in our own country.  The article stated that when the economic downturn started in 2008 the number of 


households which were food insecure (limited access to quality food) jumped from 13 million to 17 million.  The 


article stated that there are now 16.7 MILLLION CHILDREN IN OUR COUNTRY who are food insecure.  I am 


so glad the Youth do their Famine and we collect food for the Food Pantry in Woodbury.  We will once again be 


asking for food donations for the Food Pantry - please give generously.  You have been so wonderful about 


helping us out in the past - and I thank you.


This year the Lenten Offering will go to One Great Hour of Sharing and to Guardian Medical Daycare in 


Glassboro, NJ.  We realized (with Brett's help!) that we were not supporting the older population in our area.  


This donation will help that organization greatly.  Many of our older congregants have gone to the daycare center 


and some still go there.  It is a most pleasant place for the older people to go to each day and is a great relief for 


their caregivers.  


Our sincere thanks - once more - for all the help you give us so that we can help others.   
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