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Dear Friends,


     This year, my thoughts in the 


newsletter have been focused on 


the responsibilities and privileges 


of being a church member. I've 


spoken of what it means to 


wor-


ship and learn and serve as an 


ac-


tive part of the Body of Christ.


     And so, as we come to the end 


of that vital list, I'd like to close 


with one last thought. The church 


is one organization that we do 


not choose to join. Yes, we might 


choose a Presbyterian church 


over a Methodist or Lutheran 


one, or one Presbyterian church 


over another one, but in truth we 


are called to be a part of the 


larger church - whatever name 


might be on the signboard out 


front. We are the ones God has 


called - or chosen - to be a part of 


His church - to follow Him, 


wor-


ship Him, serve Him, and build 


His Kingdom.


     As we come to the end of this 


year, I hope you will take the 


time to consider just how you are 


answering God's call to you. Are 


you paying attention? Are you 


living up to the privilege of being 


a part of the people He has 


cho-


sen to create a better world? 


     One last thought - I guarantee 


you that God never calls a wrong 


number! When He calls, it is for 


us!


     May the end of this year find 


you reflecting on your life as one 


of God's chosen.


In Christ, John


 


The Woodrow Family would like to 


express our gratitude for all the love, 


prayers, and acts of kindness shown to 


all of us in expressions of sympathy 


upon the passing of Howard Naukam, 


Joyce's father.  This church family is a 


blessing to us.  


Thank you, 


Joyce, Mike, Matt, Melissa Woodrow, 


newlyweds Kristen & Brad Lynch


 My thanks to John Shedwick & Dottie 


for their visits and prayers. Many thanks 


to all of my very special friends who 


brought me lots on good things to eat, 


kept me in their prayers, sent cards, 


called, visited, sent good wishes, e-


mailed, texted  & helped me to get 


through this illness.   Thank you so 


much.  


Kathy Pedicone


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


May the end of this year find 


you reflecting on your life as 


one of God's chosen.


First Christmas Day


His parents had no money, although 


He was a King— 


An angel came to Joseph one night 


as he dreamed. 


"Don't be afraid to marry her, this 


child is God's own Son," 


And with these words from God's 


messenger, their journey had begun. 


They traveled to the city, their taxes 


to be paid— 


But when Christ was born they 


found no place for the baby to be 


laid. 


So they wrapped Him up and used a 


lowly manger for His bed, 


With nothing else but straw to place 


beneath the Christ-child's head. 


The shepherds came to worship 


Him, the wise men traveled too— 


Led by a star up in the sky, they 


found the baby new. 


They gave him gifts so wondrous, 


their incense, myrrh, and gold, 


Thus completes the greatest story of 


a birth 'twas ever told. 


He was just a tiny baby, born in a 


stable far away— 


They had no reservations, and no 


where else to stay. 


But His birth was so majestic, in a 


simple sort of way, 


A baby born in Bethlehem on a very 


special day. 


It was the Savior born in 


Bethlehem, on the very first 


Christmas Day. 


--Brenda Thompson Davis 
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We will be going back to 


Cathedral Kitchen in late 


December to help serve one 


more meal before this year has 


ended.  It has been such a joy to 


go there.  Kim, one of our 


newest committee members, has 


gone all three times.  Thank you, 


Kim.  Fortunately, I have had no 


trouble at all getting people to 


go there - it is such a pleasure to 


help out with those folks in 


Camden who have such a hard 


time.


As always, we are collecting 


warm clothing for Brenda and 


Bill's ministry.  If you have 


anything to donate, please put it 


in a plastic bag and put a tag on 


it with their names.  I will see 


that they get it.


We have had such a great year 


and thank all of you who have 


helped to make it possible.  


Without your help we could not 


begin to do the work that we do.  


We all wish you a blessed and 


joyful holiday season. 


Primetimers 


Nine Primetimers held their 


November meeting in the newly 


renovated church lounge. 


Dessert was served by the 


Korns. 


Officers for 2012 were selected 


- Pres. Janet Koehler, V. Pres. 


Bob Korn, Secty. Esther Culbert 


and Treas. Geri Sincavage. 


The December Christmas Lunch 


will be held at the Telford Inn 


on Thursday December 15th at 


12:15pm. The cost is $22.00 per 


person, paid in advance to Janet 


Koehler or Geri Sincavage. All 


are invited to attend. 


Please choose one of the 


following  entrees with your 


payment. 


Chicken and Broccoli - A tender 


breast of chicken with broccoli 


and sundried tomatoes in a 


Madeira wine sauce.


Christian Church (Disciples of 


Christ), but I later transferred to the 


Cumberland Presbyterian Church. I 


truly appreciate the polity of the 


Presbyterian Church.


 


Currently, I have found that I can 


continue serving Jesus Christ and 


His people through the internet and 


(for me) my blogging reaches more 


people more effectively than my 


preaching (as far as I can measure, 


but there is more than preaching 


involved in pastoral ministry as you 


know). Based on the NCC Uniform 


Lesson Series for Sunday schools, I 


write a Bible Lesson Commentary 


at http://biblelessonforum.com/ and 


a short Bible Lesson at 


http://internationalbiblelessons.org/, 


which has been published each 


week in "The Oklahoman" 


newspaper since 1989, and at 


http://newsok.com/life/religion. By 


using Google Analytics, I know that 


the Bible Lesson Commentary 


reaches people (mostly teachers, I 


assume) in 83 countries. People 


from various locations have reached 


back to me after reading the blogs, 


which has led to e-mail exchanges 


and my posting answers to their 


questions on the blogs. The early 


and surprising success of these 


blogs helped me decide to retire 


early from pastoral ministry in 


August of this year to pursue their 


development and expansion.


 


Again, thank you so much for 


reaching out to me! Do you know of 


any others who were at Woodbury 


Heights when I was there in the 


early 1970's in addition to Barry? It 


has been so long ago that I 


remember a lot of experiences, but 


have forgotten a lot of names to go 


along with the happy times!


 


Love in the Lamb of God,


L.G.


 


The Rev. L.G. Parkhurst, Jr. M.Div. 


PTS Class of 1973


Edmond, Oklahoma


Crab Imperial - Fresh Maryland 


lump crabmeat and bell peppers 


delicately seasoned and oven 


baked to perfection.


Sirloin Steak - A char-grilled 


sirloin steak topped with onion 


rings.


All entrees will come with Soup 


du Jour, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, 


Green Bean Almondine and an 


Ice Cream Parfait. Non alcohol 


drinks and rolls will be served. 


Anyone needing transportation 


contact Janet Koehler (856- 423-


0370) or Bob Korn (856-853-


0122) 


Our January meeting is canceled 


but those who can will meet on 


January 9th 2012, 11:30am at the 


Hollywood Diner for lunch 


together. February we will be 


back at the church lounge for a 


12:30pm meeting with dessert. 


March we will have our annual 


covered dish lunch at the church 


starting at 12:30pm. 


As always everyone is invited. 


 Greetings from 


Oklahoma


    


 Recently, Barry Dirkin helped me 


to establish contact with Rev. 


Parkhurst.  


Hello Janet,


 Thank you for referring me to the 


Woodbury Heights website, 


which looks very good and 


informational. Pat and I truly 


enjoyed our time working in your 


church when I was a student 


attending PTS. The experience 


and training we received from the 


pastor, his family, the youth, and 


the people was invaluable to us, 


and without the experience there I 


doubt that I would have been as 


effective as a youth minister and 


pastor.


 


As you noted, I retired from 


serving as a pastor in August 


2011; however, I am still an 


active member of the Red River 


Presbytery of the Cumberland 


Presbyterian Church. When I was 


at Woodbury Heights, I was 


preparing for ministry in the 
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Anniversaries


Kenny & Samantha Eachus


12/07


Bob & Esther Korn


12/11


Chuck & Joyce Elliott


12/17


Matt & Melissa Woodrow


12/20


Patrick & Peg Schoen


12/21


Dick & Millie Shaw


12/31


U 


Keep in your prayers those who 


have been ill: Mike Culbert at 


Shady Lane; Millie Shaw at 


Manor Care, Washington Twp; 


Ed Elder at Lakeland; Mary 


Sharp, recovering from knee 


replacement surgery; and Arnie 


and Catherine Shannon and 


Dudley Wilkins who were all 


recently in Underwood 


Hospital.


U 


Our sympathy is extended to 


Winnie Higgins and her family 


in the loss of her husband, 


Burr; and to the family of 


Eleanor Bloom, who also 


passed away recently.


U 


Congratulations to Kristen 


Woodrow and Brad Lynch and 


to Kristin Camilli and Tony 


Ternowyj who were both 


married in our sanctuary in 


November.


U 


Also congratulations and thank 


you to these newly elected 


officers: Elders Fran Lambert, 


Brett McMichael, Matt 


Geserick, Michele Elliott, and 


Sue Golding; and Deacons 


Nancy Zane, Joyce Woodrow, 


Kristen (Woodrow) Lynch, 


Carol Siciliano, Cassandra 


DeFinizio, and Judy Milio. 


U 


Congratulations to Carter 


Bagnell, Jamie Cary, Dan 


Geserick, and Holly Golding 


who were all inducted in the 


National Honor Society at West 


Deptford High School.


Sarah Circle


   


     Our Hostesses for the October 


meeting were Bette Murphy and  


Carolyn Ronketty. Pumpkin pie was 


the dessert served and the table  was 


set beautifully. In the absence of the 


Moderator, Lois Cooper  ran the 


meeting. The ladies discussed the 


church activities of the summer and 


the past weeks.  All agreed the Mt. 


Zion visit was a pleasure, with 


plenty of delicious foods to share. 


We consider our two  


joint services  highlights of our 


year. The report on the Father-Son 


Breakfast was also very positive. 


We are looking forward now to the 


Youth Group's Trunk or Treat and 


the Choir Spaghetti dinner.


     The Sarah sisters met again in 


the Annex for their November 


meeting with the twin Pat's as 


hostesses.   Pat Wilkins made us 


delicious pumpkin spice cupcakes 


and Pat Pol treated us to her famous 


caramel pretzels. We are becoming 


addicted to these tasty morsels and 


have been assured that they are non-


fattening!  After our business  


meeting, Pat W. gave us a devotion 


on living through a crisis.  As 


difficult as the experience can be, it 


does serve to heighten our 


appreciation for the blessings we 


enjoy and take for granted.


            We share the sadness of our 


friend Sandra and remember 


George with affection.  Our prayers 


are with her and her family.  We 


also are keeping our shut-ins, 


Millie, Irene, and Mike, in our 


prayers.


There will not be a business 


meeting for us in December.  We 


will enjoy a Christmas luncheon at 


Riverwinds on December 21 at 


noon. Please RSVP to Lois Dirkin 


when she calls so we can make a 


reservation.
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December 2011


by


Quint Lerch


"The Most Amazing Gift" - Christmas Pageant


Sunday, December 11th at 6PM


This year's pageant is new but borrows some of last year's favorite elements.  Of course, the story is the same.  


It does have shepherds, Mary, Joseph and Jesus, choirs and angels, the innkeeper and the Magi.  It features a 


storyteller and St. Nicholas in a more expanded part than we've seen in the past.  


I guess you could say that for all of time before the birth of Christ was like a really, really, long Advent.  If you 


get impatient for Christmas Day when we start Advent this year on November 27th, you might begin to 


understand what the peoples of the Jewish faith had to endure those hundreds of years while waiting for their 


King.  But the King they expected was not the one they got.  Their King came as a child, born of humble 


parents to a woman not pregnant by conventional means, but as a gift from God announced by an angel.  A 


Most Amazing Gift indeed!


As we enter Advent, we are asked to prepare.  God takes this time of waiting to make sure our hearts are open 


to receive and understand the wonderful gift that is coming.  We have the privilege of responding to God's 


word as promised in scripture and to actively and faithfully believe in the word made flesh.  This is a really 


amazing thing.  It is God's gift of the incarnation.  God taking on human flesh to become one of us on earth.  


Come in faith and enjoy the pageant.  Savor this time we call Advent and make it your time to reconnect and 


make you ready and prepared for the coming of our Lord.  And don't forget to pay attention to St. Nicholas.  


He's got the most important message of "The Most Amazing Gift".   


 


Important Upcoming Music Program Dates


Pageant Costume Fitting - Thursday, December 1st from 6:15 to 7:30PM in Fellowship Hall


Pageant Readers Rehearsal - Sunday, December 4th from 12:15PM to 1:30PM - Select cast only.


Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal for All Participants - Saturday, Dec. 10th from 9AM to Noon


"The Most Amazing Gift" Christmas Pageant - Sunday, Dec. 11th at 6PM 


Reception immediately follows in Fellowship Hall


Saturday, Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Services - 7PM Traditional Service with Youth Choir 


11PM Candlelighting Service with Sanctuary Choir
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storyteller and St. Nicholas in a more expanded part than we've seen in the past.  

I guess you could say that for all of time before the birth of Christ was like a really, really, long Advent.  If you 

get impatient for Christmas Day when we start Advent this year on November 27th, you might begin to 

understand what the peoples of the Jewish faith had to endure those hundreds of years while waiting for their 

King.  But the King they expected was not the one they got.  Their King came as a child, born of humble 

parents to a woman not pregnant by conventional means, but as a gift from God announced by an angel.  A 

Most Amazing Gift indeed!

As we enter Advent, we are asked to prepare.  God takes this time of waiting to make sure our hearts are open 

to receive and understand the wonderful gift that is coming.  We have the privilege of responding to God's 

word as promised in scripture and to actively and faithfully believe in the word made flesh.  This is a really 

amazing thing.  It is God's gift of the incarnation.  God taking on human flesh to become one of us on earth.  

Come in faith and enjoy the pageant.  Savor this time we call Advent and make it your time to reconnect and 

make you ready and prepared for the coming of our Lord.  And don't forget to pay attention to St. Nicholas.  

He's got the most important message of "The Most Amazing Gift".   

 

Important Upcoming Music Program Dates

Pageant Costume Fitting - Thursday, December 1st from 6:15 to 7:30PM in Fellowship Hall

Pageant Readers Rehearsal - Sunday, December 4th from 12:15PM to 1:30PM - Select cast only.

Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal for All Participants - Saturday, Dec. 10th from 9AM to Noon

"The Most Amazing Gift" Christmas Pageant - Sunday, Dec. 11th at 6PM 

Reception immediately follows in Fellowship Hall

Saturday, Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Services - 7PM Traditional Service with Youth Choir 

11PM Candlelighting Service with Sanctuary Choir

 

[image: image5.emf]2012 Victorian Tea & Treasures


Here's a new recipe for the New Year:


Heavenly Afternoon Delight


Ingredients:


One or Two cups of hot tea


Several tasty sandwiches


Many miniature desserts


Blend together with the company of friends and family.


Mix in a little shopping in the Treasure Shoppe.


And what do you have???  


An afternoon of relaxation & enjoyment!


Yes, it's that time of the year again for our Victorian Tea & Treasures!!  The Committee has already been 


planning for our big day.  So, please, mark your calendars and buy your tickets early! You don't want to miss 


out this year! 


Save the Date:


Saturday, February 18th, 2012


Two Seatings:


12:00 & 2:30 p.m. (Limited, No walk-ins)


Tickets:


Adults $10.00 - Children $5.00 (Age 6 & younger)


(Includes Victorian Tea & Admission into Treasure Shoppe)


Tickets will be available beginning Sunday, January 8th in the downstairs church lounge, and each Sunday 


after church, or call Denise at 853-0211 after January 1st.


Our committee is also looking for donations for our Treasure Shoppe.  We are asking that items be in NEW or 


LIKE NEW condition (items that you would feel comfortable displaying in your own home).  A large blue 


container labeled "Treasure Shoppe" will be available in the Bride's Room for collection on December 4th.   


DO NOT put items in the collection room upstairs. 


Suggested items for donations:


Baskets, basket filler, gift bags & tissue paper


Our committee also will be making up themed baskets, so any items would be appreciated that would fit 


themes such as:


Tea or Coffee


Sports


Movie Night


Gardening


Cosmetics


Spaghetti Dinner


Baby


Scrapbook Supplies


Children’s Toys & Games


Sunshine/Get well


Kitchen


Stationary


Bath/Spa


Jewelry


Hobbies/Crafts


Contact the committee with any questions:  


Denise Pitchford, Jen Lloyd, Debbie Becker, Ammie Davis & Bonnie Dawson.   
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Here's a new recipe for the New Year:

Heavenly Afternoon Delight

Ingredients:

One or Two cups of hot tea

Several tasty sandwiches

Many miniature desserts

Blend together with the company of friends and family.

Mix in a little shopping in the Treasure Shoppe.

And what do you have???  

An afternoon of relaxation & enjoyment!

Yes, it's that time of the year again for our Victorian Tea & Treasures!!  The Committee has already been 

planning for our big day.  So, please, mark your calendars and buy your tickets early! You don't want to miss 

out this year! 

Save the Date: Saturday, February 18th, 2012

Two Seatings: 12:00 & 2:30 p.m. (Limited, No walk-ins)

Tickets: Adults $10.00 - Children $5.00 (Age 6 & younger)

(Includes Victorian Tea & Admission into Treasure Shoppe)

Tickets will be available beginning Sunday, January 8th in the downstairs church lounge, and each Sunday 

after church, or call Denise at 853-0211 after January 1st.

Our committee is also looking for donations for our Treasure Shoppe.  We are asking that items be in NEW or 

LIKE NEW condition (items that you would feel comfortable displaying in your own home).  A large blue 

container labeled "Treasure Shoppe" will be available in the Bride's Room for collection on December 4th.   

DO NOT put items in the collection room upstairs. 

Suggested items for donations:

Baskets, basket filler, gift bags & tissue paper

Our committee also will be making up themed baskets, so any items would be appreciated that would fit 

themes such as:

Tea or Coffee Sports Movie Night

Gardening Cosmetics Spaghetti Dinner

Baby Scrapbook Supplies Children’s Toys & Games

Sunshine/Get well Kitchen Stationary

Bath/Spa Jewelry Hobbies/Crafts

Contact the committee with any questions:  

Denise Pitchford, Jen Lloyd, Debbie Becker, Ammie Davis & Bonnie Dawson.   


