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Dear Friends,


     Each month this year, I've 


been focusing on the 


responsibil-


ities of a church member. To be a 


member of a church, after all, 


means more than just occupying 


a pew.


     This month, I was really 


struck by what our Book of Order 


(our constitution) lists as number 


six: "demonstrating a new quality 


of life within and through the 


church."


     High-Falutin' words aren't 


they?


      But you know what they 


mean in short and simple terms?


      They mean that, as a member 


of a church, people outside the 


church should be able to tell that 


we are followers of Jesus Christ. 


People should be able to know, 


just by our words and our deeds, 


that there is something different 


about us.


      One of my favorite parts of 


the Sermon on the Mount (in 


Matthew 5) is the verse that tells 


us that we are to let our light so 


shine before men (and women) 


that they may see our good works 


and give glory to our Father in 


Heaven.


     There are a lot of things I like 


about our vacations in Maine. 


But one of the things I like best is 


being able to go out on the dock 


by the lake at night and look at 


the stars. Because we are so far 


from any artificial light, you can 


see so many stars you can't even 


begin to count them. On a really 


dark night, you can actually see 


the Milky Way spreading across 


the sky.


     That's how we Christian 


church members are supposed to 


live - shining brightly, even in 


the darkest of nights, so that 


oth-


ers will see just what God can - 


and does - do through His people.


     Keep your light shining, my 


friends. It may be the only light 


some will ever see.


   In Christ, John


U 


There is a long list of prayer 


requests this month - keep 


these folks lifted up to the 


Lord: Mike Culbert, George 


Stammerjohann, Ed Elder, 


Scott Orr, Dawn Fachinger, 


Esther Iannacone, Winnie 


Higgins, and Walt Young - 


who were all in the hospital 


and/or nursing-rehab this past 


month. Also prayers for 


Eleanor Bloom, who had a 


serious fall last week.


U 


 Welcome two new babies - 


Dominic Robinson Guerra, 


son of Rob and Dani (Becker) 


Guerra and Lauren Elizabeth 


Geserick, daughter of Dave 


and Megan Geserick.


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


Keep your light shining, my 


friends. It may be the only light 


some will ever see.


Primetimers 


     In June several of the 


Primetimers travelled back to 1926 


to enjoy the Pitman Theatre’s 


Vaudeville on Broadway Show. 


Long before the era of television, 


vaudeville shows, Broadway and 


Radio provided the most common 


form of entertainment. Many of the 


Primetimers still remember the 


words of the hits of the day. All 


enjoyed the show and could 


envision Stammerjohann and 


Pierson doing the Clancy and 


Muldoon routine. Of course our 


own Esther Culbert could easily 


have joined the Give and Take 


Jugglers’ on stage. The show 


reminded us of the talent we have 


right in our own little group! 


However, at present, there are no 


plans for a Primetimers Vaudeville 


production!!! 


     July saw the Primetimers travel 


to the Renault Winery for a tour of 


the facility and lunch at Joseph’s 


Restaurant. Twelve Primetimers 


had an delightful day learning about 


wine making and enjoying good 


food and fellowship. 


     August 8th we are planning a 


visit to Friendly’s Restaurant for an 


Ice Cream Social with lunch.  


     September 12th will be our 


Annual picnic – Red Bank Battle 


Field


     October 10th – Lunch at a local 


restaurant. 


     November 14th A meeting in the 


church lounge.


     December 12th will be our 


annual Christmas Party at a local 


restaurant. This date could change. 


We look forward to having any 


church member interested in an 


enjoyable time to join us for any or 


all of these activities. 
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     We received a newsletter from Sally Hanna-Schaefer, the Chief 


Operating Officer and Founding Director of the Beacon Home for 


Women Shelter in Woodbury.  There are three woman, including Sally, 


who help direct the lives of four homeless parenting or pregnant women 


and their children until they are able to support themselves and their 


children.  This house is called "Margaret's House" and it is behind The 


Presbyterian Church in Woodbury - on Center Street.  Each woman has 


her own private bedroom for herself and her child(ren) and she shares 


the kitchen, living room, bathroom and laundry.


     Each resident receives a personal case management Session weekly 


and all residents participate in one "house meeting" weekly.  Most are 


working or attending school or are participating in other programs.  


They are able to obtain free baby items, clothing, household goods, or 


other items by visiting the "Beacon Bargains" Thrift Store at 57 South 


Broad Street.  The public can also help this store by donating items, 


buying from the store or donating time.  Most items sell for $l.00.  


Please consider either buying items at this store - or donating items.  If 


you have any spare time and wish to volunteer in the store that would be 


wonderful too.


      Five of our Church members went to Cathedral Kitchen on June 


13th to help out with the serving of the dinners to hundreds of folks.  All 


five of our members found it to be a most rewarding volunteer job.  


They all commented on how well organized it was - and they were only 


there from 3:30 until 5:30.  We will be going again on September 12th 


and once again we need five people to go to the Kitchen.  Please 


consider doing this great volunteer job.  We leave the church at 


approximately 2:30 and back by 6:00. We all go up together.  Please call 


me (Kay Pierson) at 848-7449 or the Church Office if you wish to 


volunteer.  Thank you.


     Please consider the crafting group as they make "Little Dresses for 


Africa".  Please contact Janet Koehler or Barbara Daugherty for details.  


The next meeting will be held on the second Wednesday of August - the 


10th at 10:00 a.m.  We are asking for donations of new or gently used 


pillow cases which are used to make these dresses.  The following items 


are needed if you attend:  sharp scissors, a pillow case or 5/8 yard of 


cotton fabric suitable for a child's dress, felt squares in fall colors, 2 ½ 


yards of double fold bias tape and a package of elastic, ¼ inch wide.  


     Mission Sunday will be held in our church on Sunday, September 


18th.  We will be hosting three organizations that help the people of 


Camden.  There will be a coffee hour after church so you can talk to the 


people in the organizations that are being featured.


     Cherie Holleny emailed me the following information regarding the 


CROP Walk.  Our church collected $3,493 (including the $460 in 


reported on-line donations).  This was truly a banner year for our church 


- we had the most walkers/runners we have ever had.  This is the most 


money we have ever collected for CROP - really all good news.  We 


thank Cherie Holleny and Sue Golding, our two co-chairpersons for this 


big project, and we thank all of you who supported the walk - either in 


walking/running it, donating to it, or helping out with the refreshment 


table.  Thank you Kathy Pedicone for starting the CROP Walk 15 years 


ago!!!  What insight you had to incorporate this most worthwhile cause 


into our community and into our church.   


     Last and not least, please continue to support Brenda and Bill's 


Ministry.  Their van was hit by a train recently - a big disappointment 


for them.  Fortunately, no one was hurt.  They need water desperately on 


these hot days!!!!  Need I say more?! 


    A saying that I cherish:  No Act of Kindness Is Ever Wasted!!!!                 


Arnie Shannon


8/02


Dick Shaw


8/03


Jeannie Mangano


8/03


Nicolette Absil


8/04


Sharon Currieri


8/04


Jake Mangano


8/05


Bill Lex


8/11


Terry Lott


8/11


Ed Cox


8/12


Peter Siciliano


8/12


Erin Williamson


8/12


Joe Martino


8/15


Hailey Rebyak


8/15


Jenna Rebyak


8/15


Susan Shunk


8/17


Kristen Camilli


8/17


Sue Reim


8/19


Clay Cary


8/22


Michele Elliott


8/23


Barrie Dawson


8/24


Nathan Shivers


8/25


Mae Young


8/26


Bettie Reim


8/26


Mae Young


8/26


Cassandra DeFenizio


8/27


Dorothy Keifer


8/28


Elizabeth Shedwick


8/28


Dave Kershaw


8/31


Connie Harley


9/01


Gary Kuehnapfel Jr


9/03


Dorothy Simcox


9/04


Anniversaries


Mike & Joyce Woodrow   8/12


Don & Leah Steward


   8/15


Jeff & Kristine Brenner


   8/20


David & Janet Koehler


   8/22


Mike & Anne Camilli


   8/28
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I am so happy to report that once again we had a very successful camp for children and teens with cancer 


here in the beautiful mountains of Croatia.  We had 36 kids from 6 to 18 years of age.  We divided the 


children into three age groups so that the activities were appropriate for their age level.  Some have been in 


remission for awhile, others are still receiving treatments.


 Every day was filled to the brim with activities.  As in years past we had sports and arts & crafts.  But this 


year we had another special workshop in drumming and the kids loved it!  Our ears got a bit tired from all 


the noise, but it was well worth it since the final night of camp the kids put on a fantastic performance!


 This year we also took the kids to an “adventure city” which is like a high ropes course for those of you 


who know what that entails.  The kids were challenged both physically and mentally to overcome the many 


obstacles.  Swinging rope bridges 30 feet off the ground, a huge rock wall to climb and two zip lines to 


zoom down!  Even the youngest of campers, only 6 years of age, tried the high ropes course!  We were all so 


proud of these campers.  They are so brave facing a terrible illness such as cancer and then climbing 30 feet 


in the air to do the ropes course!


 This year’s theme was Native Americans (the Croatians still refer to them as “Indians”).  The children made 


various parts of their costumes (such as head-dresses with colored feathers) for their final performance on 


the drums.  I talked to them a bit about Native American culture and shared a few folktales.  We also had a 


campfire one evening where the teens were leading us in local popular songs with guitar accompaniment.


 As always the food was fantastic – I know I gained at least a few pounds, but the kids seemed to work it off 


quicker than the adults.  With days starting at 7:30 am and going strong until 11pm (for the older teens and 


us adults) we all hit our pillows and fell asleep within minutes!


 Once again God blessed us with great weather.  Although a little cool, it was perfect for outdoor activities.  


It rained only half of one day during the whole camp!  With 36 kids to keep entertained, having access to the 


outdoors is VERY important!  The Lord also blessed us by having only a few minor scrapes and bruises and 


very minor illness – the sniffles and a couple of sore throats (partially due to over use of their voices no 


doubt!).  


 Also typical were the budding romances.  One of our activities – “mail call” is very popular.  The campers 


can write short little notes and put them in a box.  Then once a day we hand out the mail.  This is an 


opportunity for the teens who have a crush on each other to share “their true feelings.”  We also use it to 


boost the self-esteem of campers who doubt their abilities, by noting their accomplishments or commenting 


on their good behavior.  Notes like, “I am so proud of you for trying the rock climbing yesterday.  That was 


so brave.”  OR  “Great job helping us clean up the table, even though you didn’t have to help out.”


 The camp just finished today… it was so hard waving goodbye to those sweet kids as the bus pulled away 


from the camp.  It is so hard because I won’t see most of them for at least another year and others I won’t see 


again since they either can’t make it to camp or… unfortunately they pass away.  It is still a reality that 


cancer is the deadliest childhood illness.  Even though the odds are MUCH better than they used to be, there 


still are many types of cancer which have poorer prognoses.  


 I stayed behind because now I will be busy planning for my next event, the Renewing Our Minds gathering 


for young adult leaders, which I will share with all of you in my next newsletter…


Until next time, God bless you and keep you!


Brett  
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      They walked in tandem, each of the ninety-two students filing into the already crowded auditorium. With 


their rich maroon gowns flowing and the traditional caps, they looked almost as grown up as they felt. 


     Dads swallowed hard behind broad smiles, and Moms freely brushed away tears. 


    This class would NOT pray during the commencements, not by choice, but because of a recent court ruling 


prohibiting it.


    The principal and several students were careful to stay within the guidelines allowed by the ruling. They 


gave inspirational and challenging speeches, but no one mentioned divine guidance and no one asked for 


blessings on the graduates or their families. 


    The speeches were nice, but they were routine until the final speech received a standing ovation.


    A solitary student walked proudly to the microphone. He stood still and silent for just a moment, and then, it 


happened. 


     All 92 students, every single one of them, suddenly SNEEZED!!!! 


     The student on stage simply looked at the audience and said,


     'GOD BLESS YOU' 


     And he walked off the stage... 


     The audience exploded into applause. This graduating class had found a unique way to invoke God's 


blessing on their future with or without the court's approval. 


To my Church family,


Thank you for your prayers, cards, calls and visits.  They meant a great deal to 


me and helped with my healing.


Again many thanks,


Maureen Keane


Dear Church Family,


Thank you very much for all of the help you’ve given to Brett and I since Scott 


became ill.  Our heartfelt thanks go to everyone for everything - the thoughts, prayers, 


meals, etc.  The Deacons have been such a blessing, and the caring that everyone 


has given is truly appreciated.


Thank you so much,


Ann Orr
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