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Dear Friends,


   As we have been going through 


the marks of church membership 


this year, we've come to one that 


we as a congregation do well.


   Here's the line from the Book 


of Order: A faithful member 


bears witness to God's love by 


"lifting one another up in prayer, 


mutual concern, and active 


sup-


port."


   So many times, I have been 


thrilled to see our members 


reaching out to others with the 


'active support' we are all called 


to give.


   That is, after all, what makes us 


true followers of Jesus Christ. 


Prayer just isn't enough. 


   Don't get me wrong  - prayer is 


a powerful force, perhaps the 


most powerful force in the 


uni-


verse.


   But unless it is accompanied by 


a willingness to actually touch a 


life, to lend a hand, to be the 


presence of God in the life of 


an-


other, prayer won't mean much.


   Again, we do this well - but we 


can always take one step further 


and do more. Whenever you pray 


for someone, take a moment to 


call or write a note or even visit 


that person. There is so much 


more that needs to be done after 


Amen.


   Have a great November!


In Christ, John


Congregational 


Meet-


ing


 A meeting of the congregation of 


the First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights is called for 


Sunday, November 20th, 


follow-


ing the 11 am worship service. 


The purpose of the meeting is to 


receive the report of the Budget 


Committee, act on the changes in 


the terms of the pastor's call, 


re-


ceive the report of the 


Nominat-


ing Committee, elect elders and 


deacons for the coming year, 


elect a chairperson for the 


Audit-


ing Committee, and transact any 


other business as may properly 


come before the congregation.


 


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


There is so much more that 


needs to be done after Amen.


U 


Our sympathy is expressed to 


Sandra Stammerjohann and 


her family on the death of 


George, October 17th. George 


was long involved in the life 


of our church. His smile and 


sense of humor, as well as his 


faith, will be missed.


U 


Our sympathy is exprssed as 


well to the family of Ken 


Estilow - he passed away on 


October 16th.


U 


Get well prayers are offered up 


for Catherine Shannon, 


recently in Underwood, as 


well as Edith Dietz, who was 


in Lady of Lourdes (but is 


doing well!), Millie Shaw, at 


Manor Care, Washington 


Township, Mike Culbert at 


Juniper Village, Burr Higgins 


at Inova, and Ed Elder at 


Manor Care, West Deptford.


U 


Congratulations to Dave and 


Megan Geserick on the 


baptism of Lauren Elizabeth!
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We were fortunate to have a speaker recently from The Bridge - which is located at Lady of Lourdes Hospital 


in Camden, NJ.  Maria Pinardo talked to us about her organization and what they are trying to accomplish.  


They meet each week at Lourdes Hospital for the purpose of helping young people (ages 13 to 19) empower 


themselves.  They meet each Tuesday night.  Parents are welcome to come too.  Also invited are teachers and 


SAC (s).  


It is entirely free.  No registration required.  The only stipulation is that you must be there before 7:30.  The 


phone number is 856-757-3080.  The actual GPS address is 1499 Vesper Blvd., Camden, NJ   


As you probably noted we have changed our benevolences this year - slightly.  We are now giving money to 


Guardian, an adult day-care center.  Some of our church members have gone to Guardian and have received 


good care.  The other addition is Special Olympics - an organization near and dear to the hearts of Dudley and 


Pat Wilkins and their daughter.


We are collecting warm clothing for Brenda and Bill.  They specifically asked for men's clothing this year.  


Coats would be particularly helpful.  When you give the clothing, please place it in plastic bags that are tagged 


Brenda and Bill's Ministry and put them in the living room of the annex.  Thank you so very much for all that 


you do - you are a blessing.    


Thanksgiving Eve:


   Some years ago, because of declining attendance at our Thanksgiving Eve service, the Session voted that we 


join in an ecumenical service with the congregations in our community. Last year, though, at our 


congregational meeting, we decided that we would return to holding our own. It will be on Wednesday night, 


November 23rd at 7pm. I am looking for a good attendance; if we only have a handful of worshippers, it 


simply will not be possible to continue to hold our own service. Come out and express your thanks to God 


Almighty for all He has done. The service will be one of hymns and litanies and prayers and silent meditation, 


as well as an opportunity to express our personal thanks to God. And in case Wednesday night is not 


convenient (if you are up to your elbows in a turkey or have already gone over the river and through the 


woods), there will be a community service on Tuesday, November 22nd at 7pm at Holy Trinity Episcopal 


Church in Wenonah. Either way, take time to worship and praise God!


Primetimers


 


Seventeen Primetimers recently set sail for RiverWinds and an afternoon of good food and fellowship. 


We are scheduled to meet in the Church Lounge on November 14th (if available). The alternate place is 


Fellowship Hall. As usual our time to gather is 12:30pm. Plans for our Christmas party will be discussed as 


well as selection of officers for 2012.  


We look forward to having you join us. Bring a friend.
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Elisha Elliott


     The Wonderful Wednesdays after-school program has been 


suspended indefinitely.  The yard sale held on October 15 was a 


success in that the youth group sold some things, made some money, 


and made some room in the garage.  All that despite the wind!  


     Our Second Annual Trunk or Treat was a smashingly spook-tacular 


success.  Many, many thanks to Jamie Cary, Holly Golding, Sue 


Golding, the Brenner family, Margie Blair-Thomas, Heather Antosky, 


Chuck Elliott, Dave Elliott, Jeanne Mangano, and Judy Milio for 


generously donating their time and decorated trunks for this howling-ly 


fun community-wide event.  In addition to trick-or-treating throughout 


the parking lot, the kiddies played various games like jack-o-bean bag 


toss, spider ring, pumpkin bowling, bat-o-wheel, and ducky plunge.  


     Please continue to support the youth group with your clothing 


donations.  We now have a Super Box in which to store all your 


clothes, linens, shoes, handbags, and small toys.  Donations will be 


picked up by Fashion Republic on Saturday, November 19.  Please be 


sure to place all donations in well-tied plastic bags.  For more 


information, please visit www.fashionrepublicinc.com.  


     Before we know it, the gift-giving season will be upon us.  This 


year, the youth group will be participating in Samaritan's Purse 


Christmas Child Shoe Box drive.  Please look for more information on 


how you can help us with this wonderful mission.  In the meantime, 


you can visit www.samaritanspurse.org to learn more about what we 


can do for others.


     On Sunday, December 11, the youth group will host its 3rd annual 


Christmas Pageant Reception.  Because this year's youth group is 


smaller, we will be asking for everyone to help us out to make this as 


successful a reception as the previous two years.  A sign-up sheet will 


be in the Narthex as the time approaches.


Millie Shaw


11/01


Catherine Shannon


11/02


Mike McCabe


11/03


Denise Pitchford


11/03


Desirae Blaum Fetty


11/05


Samantha Eachus


11/05


Victoria Good 


11/08


Kyle Reim


11/08


Dudley Wilkins


11/10


Matthew  Geserick Jr.    


11/11


Brandon Hiles


11/11


Kara Outten


11/11


Bob Sincavage


11/13


Joyce Woodrow


11/13


Jason  Chessman


11/14


Lois Cooper


11/14


Lauren Geltmacher


11/17


Joe McDonnell


            11/17


Mike Woodrow


11/17


Beth Cary


11/24


Cheryl Cox


    


11/24


Dean Golding


11/24


Jeff Brenner


11/25


Lindsey McCabe


11/26


Tracey Rivell Urion


11/26


Kenny Eachus


11/27


Dawn Fachinger


11/29


Alan Larocco


12/03


Joe Martino Jr.


12/03


Rachel Outten


12/03


Anniversaries


Bill & Melissa Packer


11/06


Norm & Betty Bramble


11/12


Rob & Sherry Outten


11/21


Barrie & Bonnie Dawson


11/26


Kenny & Samantha Eacus


12/07                        


To all church members:


You are cordially invited to attend the 


wedding of our daughter, Kristen 


to Brad Lynch 


on November 4th at 4:00 pm  


First Presbyterian Church
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November 2011


by


Quint Lerch


Our Thanksgiving Tradition


As with so many of our traditions, the origins of Thanksgiving can be traced to harvest celebrations in 


England.  But instead of being a largely secular holiday as it is today, the first celebration in America, which 


took place on December 4, 1619, was entirely religious in nature.  On that date, 38 English settlers arrived in 


Berkeley Plantation on Virginia's James River, a location now known as Charles City.  The group's charter 


required that their day of arrival be observed as a Day of Thanksgiving to God.  After spending months on a 


sailing ship not knowing when you might see land or what would greet you when you arrived, I think their 


charter's mandate was entirely logical and came from their deep faith that God would guide them and 


provide for them.  


Of course, the celebration we usually link to our modern Thanksgiving took place with the Pilgrims and 


Native Americans in Massachusetts in 1621.  Even though the festival celebration lasted 3 days, it was not 


repeated the following year.  It was actually another 55 years before it occurred again as proclaimed by the 


Governing Council of Charlestown, Massachusetts as a way to express thanks for the good fortune that had 


secured the establishment of their community.  But alas, it was not repeated until the 13 colonies joined 


together to celebrate a colonial Day of Thanksgiving in 1777.  And, guess what?  It still did not get repeated 


the next year.  But, the genesis of the idea for such a day persisted and in 1789, George Washington issued a 


general proclamation naming November 26, as a Day of National Thanksgiving.  But acceptance of the idea 


of an annual holiday for Thanksgiving still did not take hold.  But gradually, over the next 74 years, the idea 


did solidify and in 1863, President Lincoln made Thanksgiving a national holiday.  And the rest, as they say, 


is history.


This year is our opportunity to forge a tradition.  Our church is hosting its own Thanksgiving Eve service on 


Wednesday, November 23rd at 7:30PM.  Set aside the busy tasks associated with November 24th to join us 


on the evening of the 23rd to give thanks for the many gifts God has given to us - all year long.  We will 


sing familiar hymns, the choir will sing and we will have an opportunity to be a family of faith giving thanks 


together and proclaiming the blessedness of our faith in God.  


New! - Church Instrumental Group Forming


Open to Youth and Adults


Many of our members, young and old, once played an instrument in school or still play today.  If you do, we 


have an opportunity to put your talents to work.  Linda Kershaw has agreed to organize a group of 


instrumentalists to play occasionally in church, either to accompany hymn singing, or play a prelude or other 


worship music during the worship service.  So, get on up to your attic or closet, dust off that clarinet, 


trombone, accordion, piccolo or even bagpipes, and contact Linda at 467-2780.  


Annual Christmas Pageant


Following in our annual tradition, we will be presenting our Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 11th 


at 6PM. Please join us as children and adults present a wonderful musical celebration of songs, story and 


scripture that retells the story of God's promise of a Messiah. A dessert reception follows immediately in 


Fellowship Hall hosted by our Youth Group. So, mark your calendars now for 6PM on December 11th.


Important Upcoming Music Program Dates


Youth Choir Sings - Sunday, November 13th at 11AM


Wednesday, November 23, 2011 - Thanksgiving Service at 7:30PM in our Sanctuary


Save the Date! Annual Christmas Pageant- Sunday, December 11, 2011 at 6PM


Refreshments immediately following.


Have a blessed Thanksgiving!
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