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Dear Friends,


   As you know, I've been 


fo-


cusing this year on the 


mean-


ing of church membership - 


the things we do to exhibit our 


commitment to the church.


   I've now reached number 


four on our list: "Supporting 


the work of the church 


through the giving of money, 


time, and talents."


   And now you are thinking: 


'Oh, no, it's stewardship.'


   Well, yes.


   Although, it has nothing (or 


very little at least) with pledge 


cards.


   When God placed Adam in 


the Garden of Eden, He gave 


him a responsibility - take 


care of things. Adam was 


of-


fered all of the blessings of 


Eden, but in exchange, he 


was supposed to maintain 


that which surrounded him.


   Adam didn't own anything. 


Nothing around him was his 


personal property. He was 


just placed there by God to 


assure that all was done 


de-


cently and in order. (You 


didn't know that Adam was a 


Presbyterian, did you?)


   Adam, therefore, was a 


steward - one who worked for 


the Master (in this case, God 


Almighty) to preserve His 


property.


   That, in essence, is what 


stewardship is.


   We own nothing; we 


pos-


sess nothing. All we have 


comes from God - who owns 


all things. And we are simply 


here to make the most of it; 


bring it to full fruition; tend it 


and care for it.


   Because, the Master will 


one day ask for it back, ask 


for us to give an accounting of 


what we have done with the 


things He loaned to us.


   Stewardship isn't pledge 


cards or offering plates or 


Nominating Committee work. 


It is simply the realization that 


all is on loan from God and 


we have to do the best we 


can with it until it is time to 


give it all back.


   Let us commit ourselves to 


doing our best with it.


John


First Presbyterian Church of 


Woodbury Heights


'Oh, no, it's stewardship.'


 Primetimers


On April 11th, 22 hungry 


Primetimers arrived in the 


church lounge for a pizza 


party. Five pizzas later, the 


business meeting was called to 


order by Moderator Janet 


Koehler. Discussions were 


held regarding upcoming 


meetings/activities;


May 9th


 – lunch at Sweet Lu 


Lu’s in Pitman


June 12th


 – Broadway 


Theater of Pitman presents 


Vaudeville at the Broadway


Tickets must be purchased in 


advance - $21 per person – 


reservations to Janet Koehler 


with payment. Primetimers 


welcome anyone interested to 


join them.   


July 11th


 – Tour of Renault 


Winery and lunch at Joseph’s 


August 8th


 – Lunch at the 


Lobster Trap


September 12th


 – Annual 


picnic – Red Bank Battle Field


Information regarding the 


remainder of the year to be 


announced. 


Following the business 


meeting we participated in a 


unique quiz featuring Easter 


Eggs.


Don’t miss the fun. COME 


JOIN THE PRIMETIMERS at 


our next meeting/activity.
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I testify that God is good – He was 


all through the year


During the times of great success, 


and moments of despair.


He’s kept me on the road of right – 


He’d gently give a prod


If anything should make a try to 


shake my faith in God.


You all would know temptations 


that would tend to come our way;


But were it not for love and grace – 


where would I be today?


The many times God’s shielded me 


from accidents and death;


When careless drivers drive too 


close, and I can’t catch my breath.


You know the times I stopped the 


car for one minute or so;


And laughingly would ask the Lord 


“But why you love me so?


For day by day you’re shielding me 


along these tortuous roads;


From drivers who just cannot wait, 


and trucks with heavy loads.”


Financially, God has been there – I 


am no millionaire;


But God provided day by day – I 


did not have to fear.


The strangest thing is - as I gave to 


church and charity:


I found the more I gave for God, 


the more came back to me.


Some days my body was not well, 


some days I felt so low.


That’s when I would repeat the 


promises of God I know.


His words are reassuring – whether 


spoken or in song;


It’s always gratifying when the right 


words come along.


So, I can testify today that God is 


good to me;


As long as I keep faith in Him, my 


Rock He’ll always be.


They say next year will not be 


bright that it will start out dim


Don’t let that shake your faith in 


God – just put your trust in him.


And as we press on day by day 


let’s motivate a friend 


To join this wondrous race, and 


then, to hold on to the end. 


U 


  A big thank you to all who 


helped with the Work Day! 


Also to all who provided 


food for our annual Easter 


meals.


U 


   And a real big thank you 


to Joyce Woodrow and all 


who helped make the 


Chickien BBQ go so well.


U 


   Get well wishes to George 


Stammerjohann and Esther 


Iannacone, both in 


Underwood this past month.


U 


   Get wells are also sent to 


Ginny Knight, back home 


after several months in 


Manor Care.


Kids Say The Funniest 


Things


J 


A mother took her three-


year-old daughter to church 


for the first time.  The 


church lights were lowered, 


and then the choir came 


down the aisle, carrying 


lighted candles.  All was 


quiet until the little one 


started to sing in a loud 


voice, "Happy birthday to 


you, happy birthday to 


you...."


J 


A little boy walked down the 


beach, and as he did, he 


spied a matronly woman 


sitting under a beach 


umbrella on the sand.  He 


walked up to her and asked, 


"Are you a Christian?"  


"Yes."  "Do you read your 


Bible every day?" She 


nodded her head, "Yes."  


"Do you pray often?" the 


boy asked next, and again 


she answered, "Yes."  With 


that he asked his final 


question.  "Will you hold my 


quarter while I go 


swimming?" 


Leighanne Eachus


5/05


Brian McDonnell


5/07


Debbie Becker


5/08


Mike Culbert


5/08


Quint Lerch


5/08


Ethan Davis


5/09


Sue Golding


5/09


Barbara Daugherty


5/09


Dave Geserick


5/11


Jim Norcross


5/12


Betty Bramble


5/13


Charles Bagnell


5/15


Ryan Blaum


5/15


Dick Daugherty


5/15


Kris Lott


5/16


Erin Sheehan     


5/17


Sydney Sheehan


5/17


Elisha Elliott


5/20


Craig Mangano


5/20


Jamie Cary


5/23


Edith Dietz


5/23


Madison Kratzer


5/27


Pat Wilkins


5/27


Bonnie Dawson


5/28


Patrick Schoen Sr.


5/31


Suzanne Peterson          


6/01


Irene Metzger


6/03


Leah Steward


6/05


Fran Lambert


6/08


Anniversaries


Jerry & Wendy Baker


5/11


Bob & Geri Sincavage


5/16


Diane & Paul Belcher


5/17


Carol & Thurman McDaniel


5/20


Matt & Ammie Davis


5/24


Mike & Esther Culbert


5/26


Rich & Jeanne Quinnette


5/29


Phil & Valerie Amaradio


6/06
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CHICKEN BARBECUE is over…it was a very soggy day!  Thank you to those who braved the elements and 


bought the 'many leftovers' the next day!


      


Special thanks to the wonderful chairpersons and their crews.  We had many "rookie" workers this year who 


were fantastic.  Job well done by all!  Of course the Smilski's cook up the best chicken!


A huge thank you to all of the church members who cooked potatoes, donated their time, donated supplies & 


desserts or money, and of course came and ate the most delicious meal in South Jersey!  We had fewer pre-


sales this year and fewer chickens were ordered.  But we still made over $3,000 for the Women's Association 


for donating to various Charities.  


Our youth have shown once again hard work and dedication to our church by being the best servers, many of 


whom worked the yard sale in the morning (before being rained on!)  And a few were rained on during the 


BBQ too! Their willingness to help, their kindness, and maturity above and beyond their ages is phenomenal. 


Our Presbyterian youth stand out not only here, but they make a difference in the world.


Much gratitude expressed again for all who give service to God and our church.  I am so proud to be a 


member here.


          


                                    God Bless to All,  


Joyce Woodrow


Post BBQ business:


PLEASE FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING SURVEY AND RETURN TO JOYCE WOODROW


What was the best part of the BBQ? (it wasn't the weather :)


___________________________________________________________________________________


                            


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


What are suggestions for next year? 


_____________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________
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MISSION NEWS FOR MAY 2011 NEWSLETTER


CATHEDRAL KITCHEN:


Several members of our church recently took a trip to Cathedral Kitchen on Federal Street in Camden, 


NJ.  It was quite an eye-opener for all of us and a wonderful experience.  Three hundred meals are served to 


guests each evening.  Many organizations help out with the serving of the meals.  Donations of food and 


money are also given by generous companies and individuals.  The Kitchen also serves lunches on Saturday. 


We found out that twenty people (all ages and both sexes) are trained to be chefs each fall and spring - 


that is forty people a year.  They are trained by the head chef and others, and they are able to place 80% of 


these people when their training is completed.  While the new chefs are being trained they are offered housing 


(if needed), dental and medical care, eye exams and glasses, and legal help for non-criminal cases.  They may 


need some tutoring as they have a lot of reading to do.  That tutoring is also offered.  All of the above is 


offered free of charge.


Others who come to the kitchen can also take advantage of free medical care - eyes (including glasses), 


dental work, and medical care.  It is the first “green” food kitchen built in our country - the floors are made of 


recycled tires.  


Our first time to serve the guests is on Monday, June 13th.  We are also serving on Monday, September 


12th, and Thursday, December 29th.  That is it for the year!!!  We will be serving from 3:30 until 5:30.  Please 


see me (Kay Pierson) or talk to John if you wish to help out on any of these dates.  I am thanking you in 


advance.  We need five people each time we go to the kitchen to help out.


CROP WALK:


The CROP Walk is on Sunday, May 22nd.  It will start at 1:45pm at the Methodist Church in Mantua.  


We hope to have a lot of walkers this year.  Our youth group will be available - they are not on retreat that 


weekend as they have been in past years.  Please sponsor the walkers if you cannot walk.  You will be hearing 


more about this each Sunday.  As you know, CROP supports people all over the world in many, many ways.  


Please be generous!!!  There will be a coffee hour upstairs prior to this CROP Walk.


ADDICTION/MENTAL ILLNESS FORUM


On Sunday, May 15th at 7:00pm we will be holding a forum in the Annex.  Theresa Barret, a counselor 


at Starting Point in Haddon Heights, NJ will be talking to those who have loved ones with addiction problems 


and/or mental illness.  The two often go hand-in-hand.  She will find out the needs of the individuals and 


provide them with concrete ways to deal with the problems their loved ones have.  This forum is open to all 


church members and any residents of Woodbury Heights and the communities around Woodbury Heights.  If 


you know of anyone who could use such help, please have them attend this forum.              
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We would like to keep you informed as to the current status of our financial position. Things have 


improved since we originally talked to you.


First we give a very large thank you to everyone who has "stepped up" and increased their giving or 


made a contribution. It has made a significant difference in our situation. In order for the church to 


stay above water we will need to continue to have giving over and above our normal receipts.


In addition to your increased giving the church has received a gift from the estate of Alice Storrie. 


The gift was $15,000 and is to be used as determined by the session. For the present it will be used 


to help current expenses and to provide a cash cushion for emergencies. This is especially 


important with the approach of summer when there is typically a drop in our receipts.


So we are able to pay our bills and continue our many programs, at least for the time being. Until we 


know for sure what our normal giving pattern becomes and any restructuring of the budget that may 


be needed, our financial position for the long term still remains critical.


Again a very large thank you to all who have been able to help during this difficult time.


Yours in Christ,  


Stewardship and Finance Commission


Now this is the Living Bible: 


    


 His name is Tim. He has wild hair, wears a T-shirt with holes in it, jeans, and no shoes. This was 


literally his wardrobe for his entire four years of college. He is brilliant. Kind of profound and very, very 


bright. He became a Christian while attending college. 


     


Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative church. They want to develop a 


ministry to the students but are not sure how to go about it.. 


     


One day Tim decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, 


his T-shirt, and wild hair. The service has already started and so Tim starts 


down the aisle looking for a seat. 


     


The church is completely packed and he can't find a seat. By now, 


people are really looking a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything. Tim gets closer and closer and closer 


to the pulpit, and when he realizes there are no seats, he just squats down right on the carpet. 


    


By now the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is thick. About this time, the minister 


realizes that from way at the back of the church, a deacon is slowly making his way toward Tim. 


     


Now the deacon is in his eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a three-piece suit. A godly man, very 


elegant, very dignified, very courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he starts walking toward this boy, everyone 


is saying to themselves that you can't blame him for what he's going to do. How can you expect a man of his 


age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor? It takes a long time for the man to 


reach the boy. 


     


The church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the man's cane.  All eyes are focused on him. You 


can't even hear anyone breathing.  The minister can't even preach the sermon until the deacon does what he has 


to do. 


     


And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With great difficulty, he lowers himself 


and sits down next to Tim and worships with him so he won't be alone. 


     


Everyone chokes up with emotion...


    


When the minister gains control, he says,  What I'm about to preach, you will never remember. What 


you have just seen, you will never forget.'
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ministry to the students but are not sure how to go about it.. 

     

One day Tim decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, 

his T-shirt, and wild hair. The service has already started and so Tim starts 

down the aisle looking for a seat. 

     

The church is completely packed and he can't find a seat. By now, 

people are really looking a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything. Tim gets closer and closer and closer 

to the pulpit, and when he realizes there are no seats, he just squats down right on the carpet. 

    

By now the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is thick. About this time, the minister 

realizes that from way at the back of the church, a deacon is slowly making his way toward Tim. 

     

Now the deacon is in his eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a three-piece suit. A godly man, very 

elegant, very dignified, very courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he starts walking toward this boy, everyone 

is saying to themselves that you can't blame him for what he's going to do. How can you expect a man of his 

age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor? It takes a long time for the man to 

reach the boy. 

     

The church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the man's cane.  All eyes are focused on him. You 

can't even hear anyone breathing.  The minister can't even preach the sermon until the deacon does what he has 

to do. 

     

And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With great difficulty, he lowers himself 

and sits down next to Tim and worships with him so he won't be alone. 

     

Everyone chokes up with emotion...

    

When the minister gains control, he says,  What I'm about to preach, you will never remember. What 

you have just seen, you will never forget.'

    


